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THE HOWARD ARMS
ILMINGTON

Bar opening times

Monday to Saturday : 11am – 11pm
Sunday 12pm – 10.30pm

Food serving times

Daytime:
Monday to Saturday : 12pm – 2.30pm
Evening:
Monday to Thursday : 6pm – 9pm
Friday & Saturday : 6pm – 9.30pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays
12pm – 7.30pm
FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE CALL 01608 682226
OR
EMAIL: INFO@HOWaRD ARMS.COM
The Howard Arms, Lower2 Green, Ilmington,
Warwickshire, CV36 4LT

July 2021

July, and at this time of the year we are very aware that the school term is
ending and the summer stretches ahead. This year is again different from last,
there having once more been such huge disruption to everyone’s lives with the
pandemic.
This is an opportunity now to thank all those who have been involved in our
children and young people’s education – teachers at school and the support
staff coping with changing regulations and new routines and of course the many
parents who have undertaken home schooling through these unprecedented
times. Such commitment will only really become clearly evident in years to
come. 2020 – 2021 has seen fantastic commitment to our young people’s
futures through a time of pandemic that caused daily lives to be up-ended from
all the familiar routines.
The churches have always been at the forefront of education as shown by our
church schools. The Revd Naomi Nixon, an Associate Priest of Coventry
Cathedral, has written a children's book which is illustrated by local artist, Sarah
Palmer. ‘A Cathedral Adventure’ tells the story of Popcorn, a grey squirrel.
Popcorn lives by Coventry Cathedral with her family, and one day decides to go
exploring. Before long she finds herself trapped and alone in the great big
Cathedral. What will she do next?
This heart-warming story follows Popcorn on her exciting adventure where she
finds jungles, angels and treasure, and is helped by the friendly man in the
green tapestry. The book is 32 pages and is aimed at five to eight-year-olds but
is for everyone to enjoy! Copies can be bought from St. Clare’s on-line
bookshop at Coventry Cathedral.
The resilience and confidence of the young can help us all as we try to resume
daily life. Travel and holidays are being hampered by restrictions this summer,
but we can be creative in the things that we can do. Family or neighbourly visits
will give an opportunity for renewed contact and we will each have priorities in
mind for the days ahead. Simple pleasures of sitting in a garden or sharing a
meal or reading a story out loud can be appreciated in a way that was perhaps
overlooked before the lock-downs.
The churches have re-opened within limits, and like schools, we are all working
with the government guidelines to ensure everyone’s safety. It’s good to be
back together. Some things will take a while to return, e.g. singing in church is
not yet possible. Meanwhile we will do what we can to look after one another
towards a full recovery. We give thanks.
Stephen, Interim Assistant Curate
The Church of England continues to produce services that are free to hear on
the telephone: simply dial 0800 804 8044.
The website now has the current issue of this magazine available. it is easiest
accessed through the Church of England “a church near you” site, each
church has its own page. If there is anything you would like put up on the site do
email it directly to revfletcher24@gmail.com. Have a look! It is regularly updated
in these changing times. There are lots of useful links to see!
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Nature Notes July 2021
This month we start to see native honeysuckle flowering in our woodlands
and hedgerows. It has a sweet heady fragrance. Its cream flowers turn
yellow, with red or orange and a pink flush. It produces red berries in the
Autumn. Honeysuckle is hugely valuable to wildlife, supporting several
species, many of which are rare. Butterflies, such as the white admiral (in
decline), rely specifically on honeysuckle, and it is also prized by
bumblebees.Pollinating moths are attracted to the sweet scent of
honeysuckle at night, when it is strongest; and birds, including thrushes,
warblers and bullfinches, eat the berries when they ripen in late summer
and autumn. Dormice also rely on honeysuckle for both shelter and food.
They use honeysuckle bark to build nests for their summer young, but also
eat the sweet, nectar-rich flowers as a source of energy. Just as the
honeysuckle scent fills the air with its sweet smelling fragrance, I am
reminded that it says Jesus loved us and gave himself as a sweet smelling
offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 (NCV). Gill
ILMINGTON
St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s held its annual meeting at the end of May and, amongst other
matters, we elected two new church wardens, Jane Downie and Helen
Patrick. This followed Angus Chambers stepping down from the
position which he has held for 22 years. Angus has been a great servant
of the church and village over this period. He has guided us through some
challenging times and more importantly inspired us always to do things
well. Much of the churchwardens' role is behind the scenes and Angus
has been a constant and reliable guide throughout this time. The church is
now fully open every day – so no more disappointed mice hunters – and
we’re also meeting together again in church for our COVID secure Sunday
services. Service times in the centre pages. Finally, Jane would love to
hear from you if you would be interested in joining our Reading Rota of
people to give the Bible readings during our Sunday services. If you would
prefer a particular service, please mention this. She can be contacted at
janedownie2007@googlemail.com or on (01608) 682 720. Thank you!
Ilmington Parish Council News
Ilmington Neighbourhood Plan: After more than 5 years’ of research,
assessment and community consultation, the Ilmington Neighbourhood
Plan passed referendum on Thursday 6th May 2021 with 90% of voters in
favour in a 60% turnout. The plan is due to be formally adopted or 'made'
by Stratford District Council on 12 July. Ilmington Parish Council would like
to thank members of the Neighourhood Plan Steering Group for their
sterling work.
Public right to inspect the accounts: The unaudited accounts for the
year 2020-21 have been published. Any interested person has the right to
inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the year under
review. This right can be exercised for a 30 day period stating on Monday
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14 June and ending on Friday 23 July.
Meetings: Following the Government's decision not to renew the
legislation that permits local authorities to meet online, all future council
meetings will be held face to face. The council usually meets on the last
Thursday of the month in Ilmington Community Shop. Future meetings are
scheduled for 29 July, 26 August and 24 September.
Vacancies: Following the resignation of Gerald Osborne, a second
vacancy has arisen on the parish council. If you are interested in
becoming a councillor then please contact the Clerk for details or speak to
any councillor.
Contact Us: The Clerk can be reached by email at
ilmingtonpc@outlook.com or telephone 01451 885189. Please see
noticeboards in Upper and Lower Green or website www.ilmington.org.uk
for the latest information.
The Coven
Looking forward to July 21st at the Howard Arms, 12.30! There are 13 of
us booked in so far, so there is room for 5 more – we will be in the
marquee. Give me a call on 682 605 if you would like to come and haven’t
already told me. First five only! See you soon sisters. Christine
Ilmington Village Hall
Ilmington Village Hall is proud to present the ever popular and widely
acclaimed play Old Herbaceous, starring Giles Shenton. Performed at the
Edinburgh Festival and to sell out audiences across the country, it is the
story of an Edwardian head gardener which will keep you engrossed,
amused and emotionally engaged from start to finish and hopefully leave
you with a feeling that all is right with the world. It will be performed for one
night only on 11 September and tickets are available at £10 from Ilmington
Community Shop or at www.kickinthehead.eventbright.co. The Hall is now
in regular use, with Covid precautions in place until 19 July and bookings
can be made by calling Nina Murchison on 01608 682527.
Ilmington Shop and Community Café
Summertime, and we’re taking it easy
Lockdown is easing, our volunteer café is up and running and we are in a
grateful mood over at Ilmington Community Shop and Café. We had
hoped to be staging a celebratory picnic on for National Thank You Day,
but as the rules have yet to relax completely, we’ve postponed the plan for
now. Look out for further news on a late summer Ilmington village
celebration. Meanwhile, we will still be creating our own Thank You Tree
on Upper Green. Come to the shop on 3rd and 4th July for your luggage
labels, so you can write words of gratitude for those who helped you
during the pandemic and hang them up for everyone to see.
In the café, we are building a strong core of volunteers who serve
homemade cake and coffee with a smile. It’s been wonderful to welcome
guests back to our terrace and indoors, but we do need more volunteers,
especially over the summer and at weekends. If we can’t fill a given shift,
we may have to close occasionally, so please do consider joining our
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friendly and supportive volunteer team. Whether you are serving tea or just
drinking it, we can’t wait to see you!
Mobile Library Service
This service will be operating again in Ilmington on Thursday 1 July and
every 3 weeks after that. The van will be in the usual place in Back Street
opposite the church from 10 to 10.20 am.
Ilmington Cinema Group
The Cinema Group met again this week after a long break. We are hoping
to bring back our Friday night monthly Screen on the Green at the Village
Hall this Autumn. We send greetings to our cinema goers and are keeping
our fingers crossed we shall see you all soon. We say a big thank you to
Lesley Lane who has been our Chairwoman for the past few years and
wish her well for the future in her new home. Graham Downie has kindly
agreed to take on her role as chairman of the Ilmington Cinema Group
Wednesday Club July Meeting…..NOT CANCELLED!!!!!
Yes, we will hopefully be meeting in July but NOT on 14th because of the
continued lockdown. Instead, it is to be held on 28th, two weeks later so
please put this new date in your diary: Wednesday Club Meeting 28th
July: 2pm at the Village Hall. Remember, please bring some money for
the raffle and for entry (£1) and come hungry as we are making an
afternoon tea for everyone. Let’s celebrate! Our following meeting will still
be held on Wednesday 11th August. Martin Taylor has kindly invited us
to use his Music Room at the Manor for our Garden Party. Paul Bryan and
friend Des will be playing/singing for us and visitors will be very welcome.
Terry Hall has a birthday on 16th July when she will be 98 (!) and Gill Grey
will be celebrating on 17th when she will not be 98! Happy birthday ladies!
Lastly, our celebrations for Thank you day on 4th July have had to be put
on hold due to the extension of the lockdown period BUT Saturday 28th
August is the new date. We will be selling bric a brac, books and holding a
tombola. Dare I say, “see you all soon?” Yes I dare!

PRESTON-ON-STOUR
Preston-on-Stour Village Hall
Sadly we are not quite as free from covid restrictions as we had hoped so
please note the new date for the BBQ***.
Tuesday 6th July 7.30pm at the hall - Village Hall AGM
This is an open meeting but we are not expecting that many extras so felt
we would be safe to keep this date. It would be lovely if proved
wrong! We would really appreciate seeing or hearing from our village
community and having more knowledge of what you think the hall could be
providing. Please contact me, Margaret on 450710
or prestonbrocks@gmail.com if you have any questions or ideas.
**Sunday 25th July from 1pm - Village BBQ in the hall garden**
Come and celebrate freedom from covid at our BBQ! We took the
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decision to change the date as this will be a grand opening up party. Surely
restrictions can’t change again! This event is open to all, no tickets needed
although it’s always good to hear if you are planning to come along. £6 for
adults and £4 for under 12s. Please bring your own drink and glasses. There
will be a choice of 4 different meats and a veggie option, plus plenty of
delicious salads to enjoy.
Harvest Supper - provisional date, 16th October 2021.

TREDINGTON

Newbold and Tredington Cof E School
We enjoyed our red themed day to celebrate Pentecost. As it is also known
as the birthday of the Church, we all enjoyed birthday cake at the end of the
day.
We had our termly ‘Discover an Artist’ day. Ruby discovered Michelle
Reader. They designed and created box monsters by recycling waste from
home. Sapphire class had great fun exploring the work of the artist Giuseppe
Arcimboldo creating faces out of different fruits and vegetables using
newspaper and paint. Emerald Class explored the surrealism of Salvador
Dali, sculpting their own weird and wonderful creations including a penguin
with bananas for hair and a cow with a plunger for a tail! Amber looked at the
sculptures by Greg Wyatt and tried to figure out which Shakespeare play
each one represented before creating their own sculptures from clay.
Children were invited to submit a video entry to N&T's Got Talent. The
children at Tredington watched the performances and cast their votes. Every
single entry demonstrated remarkable talents from singing and dancing to
incredible gymnastics. The chosen winner’s dance performance will now go
head to head with other local schools.
Tredington Plant Sale
On behalf of the bellringers at St Gregory's Church we would like to give a
very big "Thank you!" to everyone who supported our Plant Sale on the
weekend of the 12th and 13th June, either by donating and/or buying the
plants. I am very pleased to announce that an amazing £771 was
raised!! All of the monies collected will go towards the cost of repairs and
maintenance of our 6 heavy bells at St Gregory, the majority of which are
now almost 400 years old. What a very generous local community we live
in. Thank you all very much!
Tredington and Blackwell WI: Thursday 8th July at 7.30pm
We are still zooming so hopefully you will be able to join us in the comfort of
your own homes. Our guest speaker is John Vigar whose subject will be
"Bedrooms, Banquets and Balls". The hidden, and often amusing, secrets of
the architecture of the English Country House. If you would like to join us,
please contact Pat MacPherson on 01608 682102 who will be able to link
you to Zoom. We look forward to welcoming you.
Cont. p.8
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St George’s,
Darlingscott
4th July
11th July

Morning
Prayer
11 am

18th July
25th July
1st August

St Mary’s,
Ilmington
Holy
Communion
11 am
Holy
Communion
9.30 am
Family
Service
11 am
Evensong
6 pm
Holy
Communion
11 am

Interim Assistant Curate
Honorary Assistant Minister
Readers
Emeritus
Churchwardens
Tredington with Darlingscott
Darlingscott warden
Ilmington
Preston-on-Stour
Stretton-on-Fosse
Whitchurch

Services fo
St Mary’s,
Prestonon-Stour
Evensong
6 pm
Holy
Communion
9.30am

Morning
Prayer
11 am
Evensong
6 pm

Reverend Stephen Fletcher
Both: 07714171143
revfletche
Revd Dr Timothy Seller 01608 6822
Rosanna Wakefield 01608 682146
Malcolm Davies 01789 450793

churchwarden post vacant
Doreen McCarroll 01608 682949
Jane Downie 01608 681720
Andrew Holman-West 07712193773
churchwarden post vacant
Carol Rutter 01789 450795

Deadline for August issue is 17 July. Copy to Susan Brock s.brock9@
682409. To advertise contact Gabrielle Spencer spencer592@btintern
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or July 2021
St Peter’s,
Stretton-onFosse
Holy
Communion
9am
Family
service
11am
Evensong
6 pm
Holy
Communion
9am
Holy
Communion
9am

St
Gregory’s,
Tredington
Family
Service
10.30am
Holy
Communion
10.30am
Morning
Prayer
10.30 am
Holy
Communion
10.30am
Family
Service
10.30am

St Mary’s,
Whitchurch
Holy
Communion
9.30am

Morning
Prayer
9.30 am

Holy
Communion
9.30am

Chaplain Reverend Jean Fletcher
er24@gmail.com
244
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Anthony Nicholl 01608 239578

Helen Patrick h.patrick08@btinternet.com
second churchwarden post vacant
John Craner 01789 450200

@btinternet.com, Daisy Cottage, Front St., Ilmington CV36 4LA. T: 01608
net.com , 1 Cross Leys, Ilmington, CV36 4RT. T: 01608 682758.
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Continued from p. 5
Craft and Chatter: Thursday 1st July at 2.00pm
We will be meeting at Tredington WI Hall or if you prefer to join us from home on
zoom. Please contact Pat MacPherson on 01608 682102 who will link you up.
We enjoyed our last meeting in the WI hall with some joining us on zoom, it was
so lovely for a few of us to meet in person again! Do join us if you can!
Message in a Bottle
Tredington and Blackwell WI have partnered with Stour Valley Lions to bring the
Lions Clubs’ initiative Message in a Bottle to the Tredington area. What is it? It
is designed to encourage people to keep their basic personal and medical details in the bottle, accessible in case of an emergency. There are stickers to put
on your front door and the fridge, to indicate the location of the bottle to Emergency personnel. What does it do? It saves the Emergency Services valuable
time if they need to enter a property in a crisis. It tells them any special medical
needs or allergies. It’s is a potential lifesaver. It also provides peace of mind to
you, your friends and family, who can be assured that appropriate medical treatment is provided quickly and that your emergency contacts are notified. Who is
it for? Anyone. What does it cost? If ordering one bottle, the scheme is free
and is funded by Stour Valley If you would like a Message in a Bottle - or if you
know any resident of Tredington or Blackwell who would benefit, please contact
Tredington and Blackwell WI on 01789 740185.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Tutoring for maths and English: qualified secondary school teacher offering
11+ and GCSE tuition,(with Maths up to A level) DBS
cleared. www.clarketutoring.com tel 07984 140 739
email clarke.tutoring@btinternet.com
Maximum 30 words £4.00 per month, £10.00 for 3 months. Please supply text as
a Word document and send to Gabrielle Spencer, 1 Cross Leys, Ilmington, Shipston-on-Stour, CV36 4RT; E: Spencer592@btinternet.com.
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THE LODGE – ILMINGTON
Luxury ‘boutique hotel style’
self-catering accommodation
Sleeps 2
Visiting the Cotswolds, special occasion
in or near the village, need extra
accommodation for family and friends?
The Lodge is your perfect solution and
available all year round. Fully equipped
and Welcome Breakfast Basket provided!
Tel: 01608 682045
Mob: 07778 979288
Email: sue@thelodgeilmington.co.uk

www.thelodgeilmington.co.uk
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