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Richard Cooke, the Rector, writes,  
VE Day ï 80 Years On 

The football pitches on my Junior School playing field were bordered 
by anti-tank defences -a sophisticated name for large blocks of con-
crete - left over from the Second World War, even though is was 22 
years after the warôs end when I started at the school. It was next to a 
Royal Engineersô barracks and many of my fellow-pupils came and 
went as their fathers were posted to the British Army on the Rhine. In 
the 1960s the war still had a tangible presence even for us who were 
born after its end.  
My parents lived through the war in Kent, and my mother still had 
nightmares about being fired at and chased down a country lane by a 
German fighter plane when she was 8 years old. When I came to Cov-
entry in the early 1980s, I found many people who had vivid memo-
ries of the terrible blitz on the city in November 1940, some also regu-
larly reliving the terror of that night in their dreams. Yet now we are 
80 years on from the end of that war. Almost all of those who fought 
in it have gone, and even those who were children at the time are well 
into their 80s. The memories have faded. On my school playing field 
the tank traps were removed long ago. So we might ask, why we are 
we still commemorating the end of that war in Europe in 1945?  
The end of the Second World War was different from the end of the 
óGreat Warô in 1918, when the guns fell silent. Churchill pointed out in 
his VE Day broadcast in 1945 that óWe may allow ourselves a brief pe-
riod of rejoicingô but that the war against Japan continued. Few then 
expected it to end as swiftly as it did. Everyone knew that óVictory in 
Europe Dayô was only a respite from conflict.   
What VE Day did mark was a victory over dictatorship, of the rule of 
countries by the whim of men who had acquired power and used it to 
their own advantage and the advantage of their cronies to terrorise 
others. Often they did so regardless of the impact of their actions, 
though sometimes were only too chillingly aware of what they were 
doing. But in 1945 with Stalin in power in Russia and Franco in Spain 
it was clear that the era of dictatorship was not yet over. In that sense 
the most important objectives of the Second World War remained 
unachieved.  
Today we might ask how achieving the objective of making the world 
safe from rule by the whim of the óstrong manô is going? Politics is not 
my field, but I do believe with all my heart that the Christian values of 
peace, co-operation with others, love for enemies, and care for those 
weaker than ourselves lie at the heart of the message and life of Jesus 
and form the bedrock of our society. Our churches, in their own often 
weak and faltering way, stand for these values and continue to pray 
for peace ï which is what we shall do as we commemorate VE Day 80 
years on.   

Church Annual Meetings 

These are taking place as follows, all in the parish churches: Ilming-
ton, 27 April at 6.30pm; Tredington & Darlingscott, 4 May at 
11.30am; Preston-on-Stour 8 May at 9.15am; Stretton-on-Fosse, 12 
May at 9.30am; Whitchurch 18 May at 11.30am. Church Reports and , 
or search for óIlmington Downs and Stour Valley Churchesô. 
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Accounts for 2024 are available on the websites: either https://
www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/11-086BK/ or https://
www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/11-149BP/, or search for 
óIlmington Downs and Stour Valley Churchesô. 

 Peter Bolton 
Peter Bolton, who was a member of Preston-on-Stour PCC, died on 29 
March. He and Rosalind were familiar figures at Preston and Darling-
scott, travelling over from Wellesbourne for Prayer Book services. Pe-
terôs quizzical good humour and deep faith will be missed. His funeral 
took place at St Peterôs Wellesbourne at 2.00pm on 24 April, followed 
by burial in the churchyard there.  
 

From the Registers 
Baptisms 
At St Gregoryôs Tredington on 27 April, George Robert Winter-Feirn 
At St Maryôs Whitchurch on 27 April, James Timothy Kinchin 
Banns of Marriage 
At St Maryôs, Ilmington on 6, 13 April: Will Taylor and Lizzie Solleveld, 
of the parish of St Swithin, Quinton with Admington, (marriage to take 
place at Ilmington, 17 May 2025);  
Holly Tremellen and Matthew Coles, of the parish of St Mary Magda-
lene, Islington (marriage to take place at Ilmington, 30 May 2025).  
Funerals 
At St Maryôs, Ilmington, on 28 April, Boyd Sabin of Shipston-on-Stour, 
aged 70 (after cremation at Oakley Wood).  

 
Editorôs Note 

The deadline for copy for the June issue Saturday 17 May.  Send copy 
to Susan Brock, Editor, E. s.brock9@btinternet.com, Daisy Cottage, 
Front St., Ilmington, CV36 4LA.  Please note that the limit for editorial 
articles is 150 words.  Enquiries about advertising to Tim Seller: E. 
Tim.Seller@outlook.com, Long Barn, Back St., Ilmington, CV36 4LJ.    
The image on the cover this month is of Ilmington Church by Frances 
Chapman of Ilmington.  If you have a piece of art work or a photo, why 
not share it with the magazineôs readers? It should be portrait shape so 
it fitôs on the cover and a jpg or PDF file makes my life easier! 
Did you spot the Ilmington April Fool? 
Susan Brock, Editor 

 
Nature Notes May 2025 

 As we head into late Spring, we see the blackthorn blossom give way 
to may blossom, with its strong scent. It makes an amazing spectacular 
show. At this time of year more flowers appear, red champion, stitch-
wort, beautiful delicate cow parsley with its tiny flowers bringing our 
verges alive. Venturing into our woodlands fabulous bluebells with their 
stunning colour appear to carpet the woodland floor and the pretty 
wood anemone. year. To quote from a childhood song "each little flower 
that opens, each little bird that sings, He made their glowing colours  
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/11-086BK/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/11-086BK/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/11-149BP/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/11-149BP/
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and made their tiny wings. All things bright and beautiful, all crea-
tures great and small, all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God 
made them all. 
Gill 

OUTSIDE THE PARISHES 
 

Thee Ladiesô Breakfast at the Halford Bridge Inn 
on Saturday 5th July 2025 at 9.00am for 9.15am 

There is a warm welcome for everyone to our Summer Breakfast, 
with our Guest Speaker Lucy Edyvean. Lucy lives locally and it will 
be a delight to hear her personal faith journey and how ómy whole 
world turned the right way up!ô She blesses others through her 
óbehind the scenesô ministry and co-hosts a Zoom meeting for mainly 
those around London, and with her gift of language as a ówordsmithô 
she transcribes theological talks and for the Alpha course. She says 
óItôs all too easy to be absorbed back into the world and let your spir-
itual life just be a fringe part of youô, so will be sharing what she has 
found helpful and some of her life experiences. To reserve a place 
please contact Liz Harvey: ma_harvey@hotmail.com, mobile: 
07914026451. 
Liz Harvey 

 WHITCHURCH 
 

St Mary's Whitchurch 
As our little church comes out of its winter hibernation to celebrate 
Easter and begin a new year of worship in a place where people have 
been gathering for more than a thousand years, the PCC wants to 
thank everyone who keeps St Mary's alive: cleaning, decorating, iron-
ing altar cloths, pulling ivy off walls and hurdle fence, clearing gut-
ters, mowing, painting the service signs, making music, contributing 
to the parish giving scheme, and of course joining in services 
throughout the year.  Your acts of labour and love are appreciated. 
And not just by the PCC. Our guest book shows how many visitors 
find our church a special place and appreciate that we keep it open 
(even during  hibernation) and so evidently well-maintained. We now 
feature in the Bell Alderminster's 'Two Churches' walking route, so we 
may see even more visitors throughout the year. New signage along 
Crimscote/Wimpstone lane adjacent to the Commonwealth War Grave 
signs will point them the way. 
Carol Rutter, St Mary's PCC  

 
TREDINGTON WITH BLACKWELL AND DARLINGSCOTT 

 
 

Giant Sale of Books and Jigsaw Puzzles on Saturday 31st May 
WI HALL, TREDINGTON  10.00 to 12.30 

 Coffee morning and Sale of quality Books and Jigsaw Puzzles for 
Adults and Children all in Aid of the Royal National Lifeboat  Institu-
tion. Coffee, Biscuits and Raffle. Free entry. Sat 31st May in the WI  
              

mailto:ma_harvey@hotmail.com
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Hall in Tredington 10.00 am until 12.30 pm. Please come and support 
the lifesaving volunteers of the RNLI.  Enquiries John Plenderleith 
01608 664278 
John Plenderleith 
 

 
Tredington Village Lunch held on the 6 April 

With the profit from our village lunch and some very generous dona-
tions, we were able to send Ã410.00 to the Community Stroke Thera-
py Team.  Thank you all for your support.  Our next lunch will be a 
summer buffet held in the church in July.  Watch this space for more 
details nearer the time.  Remember this is not just for the church 
congregation - we welcome anyone from the village - do come and 
join us for a great meal and great company.   
Jenny Plenderleith 
 

Tredington & District Garden Club 
Our next meeting will take place on Thursday 15th May at 7.30pm in 
the W.I. Hall.  John & Carole Matthews of the Vintage Garden Store 
will talk about the history, manufacture and uses of garden tools, il-
lustrated with a wide range of antique tools. Doors open at 7pm with 
a bar before the speaker.  Tea/coffee will be served after-
wards.  Guests are welcome to join us (Ã4). 
Marian White, Chair www.tredingtongardenclub.weebly.com 

 
Plant Fair/+Coffee Morning 

After the success of last yearôs event, Tredington Garden Club will be 
holding another plant fair/coffee morning on Saturday 17th May from 
10.00 -12.00.  Weôll be selling plants & gardening equipment. There 
will also be a cake stall and a general sales table with books, bric-a-
brac, etc..  Tea & coffee will be available and weôll be running a raffle. 
Marian White, Chair , www.tredingtongardenclub.weebly.com 
 

Tredington & Blackwell WI 
The next WI meeting is on Thursday 8th May at 7pm in the WI 
Hall.  Our speaker is Ian Scott-Hunter talking about his experience as 
a Royal Footman.  This is an open meeting - All are welcome (Guests 
Ã5). 
Gill Goodlad, Treasurer/Hall Secretary 

 
Craft & Chatter 

The next meeting is at 2pm on Monday 19th May in the WI Hall.  This 
is a social group, with plenty of conversation, tea & cake, whilst craft 
is optional.  Ã1 per person, no membership required.  For more infor-
mation contact Vanessa on 07818 599353 or vanessa 
@tredingtonandblackwellwi.co.uk. 
Vanessa Ward, Secretary 

http://www.tredingtongardenclub.weebly.com/
http://www.tredingtongardenclub.weebly.com/
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Film Night 

Our next film will be shown on Friday 6th June in the WI Hall.  More 
information in the June issue.  For more details of the film, or to join 
our email group contact Gill at gillgoodlad@hotmail.com or text to 
07789810877.   
Gill Goodlad, Hall Secretary 
 

Tuesday Morning Qigong 
Start your day with balance and energy by joining our new 45-
minute Qigong class at  
8 .00amðperfect for those heading to work. This class is designed 
to suit all levels of experience, from beginners to seasoned practi-
tioners, and is accessible to everyone, with seated exercises availa-
ble for those who prefer them.  Ã7 per person (cash/card on the day 
or via https://breath-therapy.uk/events.  Please note - there is no 
class on 13th May. 
Gill Goodlad, Hall Secretary 
 
Advance Date for your Diary - early evening, Friday 27th June 
You will have seen the defibrillator on the wall of the WI Hall, but 
would you know how to use it.  The WI has arranged Community 
Defibrillator and CPR training by First Responders.  It is open 
to everyone in the local community.  Admission free.  Further details 
in the June issue. 
Gill Goodlad, Hall Secretary 

 
BLACKWELL 

 
            Blackwell Village Hall with Armscote and Darlingscott  
Thank you to all who attended the AGM on Tuesday 8 April 2025 ï it 
was great to see so many of you. The Village Hall currently has a 
vacancy for a Bookings Secretary ï stipend of Ã75.00 per quar-
ter.   If interested, please email to enquir-
ies@blackwellvillagehall.co.uk. 
Cathryn Noon, Secretary to the Village Hall Committee 

 
Blackwell Village Hall 

Spring Bank Holiday Event - 5:30pm Sunday 4 May 2025 
Steven Bruce Fine Art Auctioneer & Valuer for over 50 years - Fun 
talk, dinner and óAntiques Road Showô style valuations.  Please bring 
along a treasured item to be valued. Spit Roast Herby óEbringtonô 
Chicken or Portobello Mushroom with Goatôs Cheese, Served with 
Roast Potatoes and Coleslaw.  Catering by Robbie Walker of Ebring-
ton. Please let us know if you would like the Portobello Mushroom - 
Ã15 per head, bring your own drink. Contact Adam 07842 913292 or 
AdamBayes16@icloud.com to reserve a place.   All welcome, bring 
friends and family. 
Cathryn Noon, Secretary to the Village Hall Committee 
 

https://breath-therapy.uk/events.
mailto:enquiries@blackwellvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@blackwellvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:AdamBayes16@icloud.com
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STRETTON ON FOSSE 
 

Stretton on Fosse Garden Club Plant Sale 
Saturday 17th May 10 am to 12 noon. 

You can bring your excess plants, seedlings and cuttings from 9 am 
but strictly no sales until 10 am.  Last year we had a large collec-
tion of plants to choose from so don't miss out! Tea, coffee and bis-
cuits available. Donations appreciated. 
Marianne Robinson, Secretary 
 

Stretton Garden Club 
If you are interested in joining us, please contact Marianne Robin-
son, email: mariannerobinson@btinternet.com, phone 07929 
629745. Membership is only Ã10 a year per person and you can 
join in with garden visits, events and talks. Plus you will receive 
three newsletters a year detailing our programme and other news.  
You don't have to be a garden expert, or even own a garden, to en-
joy our social and horticultural events!   
Marianne Robinson, Secretary 
 

Stretton Village Hall 
Thank you to everyone who helped and attended our winter Soup 
Lunches which will start again in October.  You raised a good sum of 
money which will be used for village projects. And we are now 
moving into the summer season with our Sunday Cream Teas:  first 
Cream Teas will be on Sunday 18th May from 3.30 until 5.50 at the 
village hall.  Donations (and donations of cakes) are very wel-
come.  If you need transport please contact Geri on 07968 
338848.  We are looking forward to seeing you there. Other dates 
will be: 15th June and 20th July. 
Stretton's May Day is on Sunday 4th May this year.  More details to 
follow. 
Izzi Hazelwood 

 
PRESTON ON STOUR 

 
 Date for Your Diary: : Parish Council 

Itôs that time of year again! On May 15th 2025 there are two im-
portant meetings. Parish Council AGM at 7pm and Annual Parish 
Meeting at 8pm. Both at the Village Hall. Please come along to 
share your views and ideas. This year we are particularly asking 
you to suggest ways in which the Council could help with small 
amounts of funding to support worthwhile Parish community group 
projects. We really hope to see you there.  
Anna Corser 

Village Hall 
May Day  

MONDAY 5th MAY 2.30 from the Village Hall. We are looking for-
ward to seeing you at our May Day Celebrations.  It will start with 
the May Queen parade up the street led by our local Morris men  
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and women with a very traditional music and dance experience. 
Hopefully the sun will shine and there will be teas and cakes on the 
green, many stalls for all ages to enjoy, and a licensed bar.  
 
                                       Table Tennis 
Mayôs dates will be 13th and 27th.  Open to all skill levels.  We also 
have a dart board so even if you arenôt up for playing table tennis 
come along for darts and a sociable evening in the hall. Please con-
tact me for further information -  
Margaret e: prestonbrocks@gmail.com or t: 01789 450719 
 
                                         Film Night 
Film Night will be on 23rd May.  Please contact Margaret for details. 
 
                                      PrestFest 2025 
Remember to put Saturday June 28th on your calendar.  This a free 
event showcasing local talent on the village green. More details 
next month. 
Margaret Brocklehurst  
 

ILMINGTON 

Wednesday Clubôs Next Meeting on May 14th, 2pm Village 
Hall 

What a fantastic turnout we had when Brian Meredith took us on 
our archaeological walk around Ilmington. Brian provided us with a 
very interesting, informative talk as we walked around the village; 
so interesting that we live in hope of there being a sequel walk next 
year.  A very big thank you to Brian for providing such a great af-
ternoon. Our village is so lucky to have people who wish to share 
their knowledge. 
Our next meeting is on the 14th of May when we have two repre-
sentatives from the Shipston Shakespeare Lions coming to demon-
strate CPR. With having four defibrillators in our village, it is only 
right and sensible that we all know how to operate them. This 
meeting will be open to everyone. Please do come. (Tea and cake 
afterwards!). We have one belated birthday greeting from April for 
Val Schucht whose birthday was on April 26th. As for May birth-
days, we have Glynis Cooper on 8th, Edith Tuohy on 21st (103 
years old!!) and Carmel Greenwood on 23rd. Happy birthday la-
dies! 
Carole Clifford, chair 
 
Wednesday Club Bric-a-brac Stall for the August Show 

The annual show is approaching, and we need to think about how 
we can raise our funds. Bric a brac has been a major contributor in 
the past and we would like it to continue. Unfortunately we have 
had no space to store it this year so please keep it until August. 
Please give me a ring on 01608682 996 if this is a problem. Thank 
you. 
Carole Clifford, chair 

mailto:prestonbrocks@gmail.com
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 Ilmington Show - Bank Holiday Monday 25th August 
Village-based organisations, we need you!   
One of the core principles of Ilmington Show is to provide an are-
na for local organisations to raise funds.  By taking a stall, youôll 
have access to around five thousand people and the opportunity 
to raise money on the day. The Wednesday Club raised a record 
amount last year running a bric-a-brac stall and the St Maryôs 
church cake stall raised more than ever, so weôd love to have 
more village organisations present.  Contact Nigel & Willem at 
ilmingtonshow@gmail.com to discuss further. 
Volunteers, we need you! 
If you can spare as little as an hour on show day, we need as 
many volunteers as possible to help out by taking money either on 
the pay gates or on childrenôs attractions like bouncy castles.   Full 
training will be given.  Please contact Kathryn on 07708020169 or 
kfmann77@gmail.com. 
Kathryn Mann, Secretary, Ilmington Show Committee 
 
                     Screen-on-the-Green: Thelma (12) 
On Friday 30th May, we are screening Thelma, a warm-hearted 
comedy drama starring 94-year-old June Squibb ï in her first 
leading role ï as a grandmother who takes matters into her own 
hands after falling prey to a phone scam. Inspired by real-life 
events, the film sees Thelma enlist the help of a friend, played by 
Richard Roundtree (Shaft) in his final screen appearance, as she 
embarks on a hair-raising quest across Los Angeles to retrieve her 
money. "Squibb is a force of nature as Thelma" ï Screen Daily 
Doors open 7pm for a 7.30pm start at Ilmington Village Hall. Tick-
ets Ã4 from the Village Shop, although some are available on the 
door. Licensed bar, interval ice-creams and raffle available. 
Lis Ribbans, Ilmington Cinema Group 

 
Ilmington Open Gardens Teas Sunday May 25th 

The ever popular Sunday afternoon teas enjoyed by hundreds of 
visitors to Ilmington's NGS Open Gardens at the Village Hall is to 
go ahead under ' new management' this year. Yes, the Shipston Dio-
cese Children's Society Committee are finally hanging up our aprons - 
after years of raising thousands of pounds from the event to help our 
most disadvantaged children. Our heartfelt thanks go to all those who 
have supported us in the past, by baking or devouring our wares! We are 
delighted to be handing over to the dynamic young team at Shipston 
Home Nursing, who will be marshalling the scrumptious home baked 
cakes and endless pots of tea.  
To all our bakers - we do hope you will continue to give your generous 
support to this wonderful home-grown charity. Please call 01608 664850 
or email shipstonhomenursing.co.uk to confirm - and of course, cakes or 
traybakes can be delivered to the Village Hall after 11.30am on the day. 
Wendy Lewis Edwards, Shipston Deanery Committee 

 
Ilmington Horticultural Society Plant Sale 

We shall be holding our summer plant sale on Saturday 24 May during 
the National Garden Scheme Open Gardens weekend. The stall will be on 
The Pound opposite the Village Hall as usual and will open for business 

mailto:ilmingtonshow@gmail.com
mailto:kfmann77@gmail.com
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at 12 noon. Our plants are all hand-raised from stock in Ilmington gardens 
so they have been proven to be good doers in the village: perennials, 
shrubs, annuals and veg plants all identified and labelled. Come buy! 
Ilmington Hort Soc Committee 

 

Ilmington Community Shop and Caf® 
Itôs party time! 

Itôs a very special month for the community shop, as we celebrate 
10 brilliant years of being open for business. The anniversary falls 
on 20th May, but our official Birthday Party is on Bank Holiday Mon-
day 26th May. Join us at 2pm for a free birthday-style buffet with hot 
and cold drinks. Alcohol is available to buy and you should bring 
your own chairs and blankets.  (The Caf® is open from 11am and 
the Shop from 8.30am to 5.30pm.) 
Also for your diary: On Bank Holiday Monday 5th May, the shop is 
open from 8.30am to 1pm. Book Club @thecafe meets on Tuesday 
6th May and 3rd June, from 2pm. On Saturday 24th May we will 
providing homemade cakes and tea in support of the Ilmington Gar-
dens Open event. Finally, Wednesday 28th May from 2pm is your 
chance to Knit n Natter.  
Ilmington Community Shop Committee 

Ilmington Village Hall 
The annual general meeting of the village hall will take place on 
Monday evening 28 April, commencing 7:00pm.This is an opportuni-
ty to gain a better understanding of what the trustees have been 
doing to ensure the smooth running of the village hall and to help 
them think about improvements for the future. Please come along, 
all are welcome. 
 Bryan Clifford, chair 
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 Ilmington Multi-Sports Facility  
Tennis, Five a Side Football, Basketball 

and Floorball. LED Floodlights 

 
 Managed and run by Ilmington Tennis Club  

on behalf of Ilmington Parish Council. 
The Tennis club welcomes players of all ages and levels of play. 

Coaching including taster sessions are available. 
Cǳƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ La{CΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

www.imsf.co.uk 
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Now you can book our refurbished, brighter Village Hall! 

A private party? A wedding reception? A dance? A concert? A conference? A 

performance? A business meeting? A rehearsal? 

 

Å        Car park  and adjacent parking  

Å        EV charging points (2x22kw, ~35p per kwh, Monta app) 

Å        Free Superfast Broadband 

Å        Glazed panoramic viewing onto paved patio /grassed walkabout area 

Å        Recently refurbished breakout or private meeting room 

Å        A comprehensively equipped kitchen with  fast commercial dishwasher 

Å        A stage with  AV and lighting  equipment, large screen 

  
To book: strettononfosse.com/village hall/booking request 
 

For more information:  strettonvillagehall@strettononfosse.com or contact Izzi on 07850 

314161. 
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THE HOWARD ARMS     

ILMINGTON  
 

GOLD WINNER  
West Midlands Tourism Awards 2023   

 
 

 
 
 

Bar opening times 
Monday to Saturday: 11am ð 11pm 

Sunday: 12pm ð 10.30pm 
 

Food serving times 
Daytime: 

Monday to Saturday: 12pm ð 2.30pm 
Evening: 

Monday to Thursday: 6pm ð 9pm 
Friday & Saturday: 6pm ð 9.30pm 

Sunday & Bank Holidays 
12pm ð 7.30pm 

 
FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE CALL 01608 682226 

OR 
EMAIL: INFO@HOWARD ARMS.COM 

 
The Howard Arms, Lower Green, Ilmington,, Warwickshire, CV36 4LT  
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