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THE HOWARD ARMS  

ILMINGTON  

 

 

 

Bar opening times 

Monday to Saturday : 11am – 11pm 

Sunday 12pm – 10.30pm 

 

Food serving times 

Daytime: 

Monday to Saturday : 12pm – 2.30pm 

Evening: 

Monday to Thursday : 6pm – 9pm 

Friday & Saturday : 6pm – 9.30pm 

Sunday & Bank Holidays 

12pm – 7.30pm 

 
FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE CALL 01608 682226 

OR 

EMAIL: INFO@HOWaRD ARMS.COM 

 

The Howard Arms, Lower Green, Ilmington,  

Warwickshire, CV36 4LT  
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To Rule or to Lead? 

After Boris Johnson gave his resignation to the Queen at Balmoral in early 
September, there was a brief period when there was no Prime Minister. Liz 
Truss’s plane was delayed at Aberdeen airport, preventing her from receiving 
the invitation to form a new government. During that time Queen Elizabeth was 
briefly in charge, with her powers delegated to nobody. Nothing happened in 
that 40 minutes, but it is remarkable that at 96, and only a couple of days before 
her death, the Queen remained more than capable of ruling. She didn’t take the 
opportunity to make any changes and duly handed over to the new Premier 
(though someone I spoke to not long after said they bet that the Queen had a 
few good ideas she might have liked to try…).  

British Queens and Kings don’t really rule any more. The last to try to 
do so was George III back in the late 18th Century. For 250 years royal powers 
have been delegated to Government ministers, and policy and politics decided 
democratically. Yet though our monarchs may not rule, they do still lead, as we 
saw dramatically again during the Pandemic. For then it was the Queen’s 
messages that helped to hold us together – encouraging us to remember that 
‘We’ll meet again’ for example, and the Queen’s actions as she handled the 
death of Prince Philip in such a dignified way. She was following in the footsteps 
of her parents during the Second World War, as they refused to leave London 
even at the height of the Blitz. These examples show how direct power is often 
over-estimated. In ceasing to rule in any obvious way, the British Monarchy has 
gained in its capacity to lead. Queen Elizabeth’s character, her obvious 
dedication to service of others, her integrity and the humour she showed in not 
seeming to take herself too seriously (seen in her Jubilee cup of tea with 
Paddington Bear), have offered leadership not by ruling directly but by showing 
us how to be good human beings.  

It’s a hard act for King Charles to follow, though his accession speech 
showed clearly that he knows what it is to lead rather than rule, and in his 
energetic early travels round the UK he made a point of mentioning that as 
Prince of Wales for over 50 years his motto has been ‘Ich dien’ – I serve – not ‘I 
rule’. For the pattern of servant leadership to follow, as the Queen herself often 
reminded us in her Christmas broadcasts, is the pattern of Jesus Christ, the 
King who never ruled from a throne and yet whose influence on human history 
is incalculably greater than anyone who ever has. His example of leadership by 
humility and service, sacrifice and love is the one that the Coronation Service 
will emphasise next year, when King Charles is crowned. In our own spheres of 
life there is much for us to learn from this contrast between rule and leadership. 
Perhaps the greatest gift our Queen has left us, and her successor, is that in the 
end it’s not so much what you do or achieve that matters, but who you are and 
how you act – the person you are in relationship with others. That is what others 
remember, and is the legacy we leave above all.     
Richard Cooke,      Rector of Ilmington, Stretton-on-Fosse, Preston-on-Stour, 
Whitchurch, Tredington & Darlingscott 

This year’s Harvest Festival Services across our churches are: 
2 Oct    11.00am Ilmington  4.00pm Stretton-on-Fosse 
9 Oct   11.00am Preston-on-Stour 4.00pm Whitchurch 

Do come and join us if you can! 

   .    
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Keep up to date with everything that is happening, including the current issue of 
the Six Parishes Magazine on the church website https:// 
fosseway6churches.weebly.com. The Church of England continues to produce 
services that are free to hear on the telephone simply dial 0800 804 8044. It is 
easiest accessed through the Church of England “a church near you” site https://
www.achurchnearyou.com,  where each church has its own page. If there is 
anything you would like put up on the site do email it  directly to 
revfletcher24@gmail.com. Have a look! It is regularly updated in these changing 
times. There are lots of useful links to see! 

  
From the Registers 

Baptisms 
At Tredington:   4 September, Ava Dawson 
At Ilmington:     4 September, Daisy Bridgewater 
At Whitchurch: 11 September,  Arlo Kalkofen-Cowper 
Weddings 
At Whitchurch: 10 September, Roseanna Cowper & Gwendal Kalkofen 
At Ilmington:     17 September, Chloe Walford Smith & Sebastian Beebee 
Funerals/Burials 
At Whitchurch: 13 September, Norah Carter 
At Tredington:   20 September, Maggie Pearce 
Interment of Ashes 
At Stretton-on-Fosse: 15 September, Jane Harris 
 

Stephen and Jean Fletcher 
It was announced on 4 September that Stephen Fletcher is to become Priest in 
Charge of All Saints’ Gravelly Hill, St. Chad’s Erdington and St. Mark’s Stockland 
Green in Birmingham later in the Autumn and he and Jean will be leaving 
Tredington Rectory, probably in November. They say: We wish to express grateful 
thanks for all who offered wonderful support during their 4 years here in these 
parishes, not least during a turbulent time in the two benefices and especially in 
the period of the pandemic. Thankfully everyone is in safe hands with the arrival of 
Richard, and there will yet be time to say more. I’m sure that I don’t need to say 
that Stephen and Jean have been extremely helpful in helping me to settle in for 
the first six months of my time here and I’ve been grateful for all their support. 
They have been valued by many across the churches in our group, I know, 
particularly for their pastoral support through difficult times in the past three years. 
We shall say more by way of Farewell in the November Magazine! 

Nature Notes– October 2022 
Autumn is a time of preparation for mammals fattening themselves up on seed, 
nuts and berries.  Squirrels, voles and mice sote food for winter when it is scarce. 
How can we help our precious wildlife? By creating a home for wildlife in our 
gardens.  In helping them, they will help us in Spring/Summer in our gardens. Let's 
think about creating some wildlife habitats in our garden for winter.  No matter how 
large/small our garden is we can do something. 
A small pile of logs ideal for minibeasts, wood mice, hedgehogs etc 
A small pile of rock/stones ideal for minibreasts, slow worms, frogs, toads 
A small pile of grass clippings, straw, leaves ideal for wood mice, shrews and 
minibeasts 
A  sheet of corrugated iron ideal for reptiles, amphibians, wood mice, voles 
A compost heap providing additional winter habitats 
Psalm 24:1 says “the Earth is the Lord's and everything in it.” He created it all and 
made everything. We can know that God exists through everything He has made 
Romans 1:20. 

 

mailto:revfletcher24@gmail.com
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 TREDINGTON 

Neighbourhood Plan: The home straight. Please read. 
Stratford District Council have printed several copies of the updated Tredington 

Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan. Two are in Shipston on Stour 
Library, one in each of the three village halls in the parish. Three 
members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee also have 
copies: Nigel Willis, Walnut Tree Moss Lane Newbold-on-Stour 
telephone 01789450460 nigelwillis48@gmail.com; Sally Ward 
Tredington 01608 664626, olivehill@hotmail.co.uk; Julie Murphy 
Blackwell 01608 682032, juliepope70@hotmail.com. All have response 

forms supplied by the District Council. The Plan can be viewed at 
Tredingtonnp.co.uk. The District Council have advertised or published the plan on 
websites, social media and in the press. We encourage you to look at the plan, it 
has involved a lot of work!   

 

Newbold and Tredington CofE  Primary School 
We are pleased to have welcomed back the children and our new pupils are 
settling in well. The children have been excited to see the new layout of their 
classrooms and have begun to learn about their new topics. This year, we have 
added a key question to each topic that helps each class to answer a whole-school 
big what question about the world which is displayed on a board for everyone to 
share their learning. Children who wished to become part of our School Council 
were invited to create a poster to persuade others to vote for them. Our new 
members were elected including a class representative from Sapphire and 
Emerald and a secretary, treasurer, chair and vice chair were elected from Y5/6. 
We held a coffee morning to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support at the 
Tredington site and invited families, friends and the community to buy a coffee and 
cake. We are continuing with the Co-op Food Share. Each Monday, Tuesday and  

Six Parishes Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2022 
Deadline Friday 4 November 

 Link to Hope is determined to ensure that its Christmas Shoebox Appeal reach-
es war torn Ukraine this year, delivering them direct to the poorest of families and 
the elderly, for whom these Christmas gifts are a lifeline. Others will go by lorry to 
Romania, Moldova and Bulgaria. Why not make up a box with a friend or be-
tween families? The charity’s website shows you how to do this for just £10 (see 
below). To support the appeal pick up your INSTRUCTION LEAFLET from 
Ilmington Community Shop or from any of our six churches. Fill a shoebox suita-
ble for either a FAMILY or for an ELDERLY PERSON.  Items can be 
secondhand if in good condition. 
Please deliver your box by FRIDAY 4 NOVEMBER to your village collector: 
  STRETTON: Margaret Holdsworth, Withens - 01608 661782 
  TREDINGTON: Denise Belchambers, Spring Cottage - 01608 663686 
  PRESTON & WHITCHURCH: Gill Hanrahan, The Old Vicarage, Preston - 
01789 450448 
  ILMINGTON & DARLINGSCOTT: Wendy Lewis Edwards, Croake Cottage, 
Frog Lane, Ilmington - 01608    682049 
OR If you prefer to MAKE A DONATION so that Link to Hope can buy items on 
your behalf, then please let me have your cheque MADE OUT TO THE CHARI-
TY or cash by the deadline, together with your full name and address, stating if 
you are a taxpayer for Gift Aid purposes.  
OR go online to www.linktohope.co.uk/shoebox appeal where you can help the 
charity to buy essential items direct.  
Thank you in advance for your wonderful generosity in these difficult economic 
times. Wendy Lewis Edwards Appeal Coordinator 

mailto:juliepope70@hotmail.com
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Wednesday morning, the food can be found on a table outside the Tredington site en-
trance. Families and members of the community are invited to take an item or two from 
the table. 
 

Save the Children Coffee Morning 
Please join me for my Annual Coffee Morning on Saturday 8 October, 10.00-12.00 in 
Tredington W.I. Hall, Armscote Road, Tredington. There will be a variety of cakes, knit-
ted goods and of course Christmas Cards. 
There are so many emergencies in the world at present that we are responding to such 
as Ukraine, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Yemen, Somalia as well as helping families here in 
the UK.  please support us if you can.  Many thanks, Marilyn Payne, 01608 666206. 
 

Tredington & District Garden Club 
Our next meeting is on Thursday 20th October in the WI Hall, when Nathalie Mignotte 
will give an illustrated talk on Islamic Gardens.  Discounted bar from 7pm; meeting from 
7.30pm, to include raffle and free ‘bring & share’ table for plants and garden sun-
dries.  Non-members are always welcome.  

 
Tredington and Blackwell  WI 

The next WI meeting will take place on Thursday 13th October 2022 in the Tredington 
and Blackwell WI Hall, Armscote Road, Tredington, CV36 4NP commencing at 1pm 
(PLEASE NOTE NEW START TIME October 2022 – March 2023). Our speaker will be 
Susan Drage whose talk is entitled Recycling, but with a very interesting difference. If 
you would like to attend this meeting, please contact Patricia Macpherson, Secretary, for 
further details. Telephone 01608 682102 or email secre-
tary@tredingtonandblackwellwi.co.uk.  Visitors are always welcome at this friendly WI.  
We are working to reduce isolation in the community. For further information, please see 
our website: https://tredingtonandblackwellwi.co.uk and Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/tredingtonandblackwellwi 
 

‘’Welcome to Tredington’ Booklet 
For many years, Tredington and Blackwell WI has produced and maintained a 
‘Welcome to Tredington’ booklet, which provides details of the activities that take 
place in Tredington and the local area, with names of those to contact should you 
wish to know more or join in.  It also provides some practical information in relation 
to other services and facilities in the area which you may need.  As it is a ‘live’ docu-
ment, it is regularly updated and is available for you to view, download and print 
from: https://tredingtonandblackwellwi.co.uk/welcome-to-tredington/.  
We hope you find the booklet informative and that it will be useful to new and existing 
residents alike.  If there are any groups or societies that would like to be considered for 
inclusion in this booklet, please contact Patricia Macpherson, Secretary, telephone 
01608 682102 or email secretary@tredingtonandblackwellwi.co.uk.   
 

Craft and Chatter 
Our next Craft and Chatter meeting will be on Thursday 6th October 2022 in the Treding-
ton and Blackwell WI Hall, Armscote Road, Tredington, CV36 4NP, commencing at 
2.00pm.  EVERYONE is welcome – including non-crafters.  There are opportunities to 
share tips and learn other crafts in a relaxed, informal atmosphere.  Bring your own knit-
ting, sewing or craft to work on whilst having a cup of tea, a piece of cake and a chat.  
Our latest project is to make items for the WI Christmas Fair in November.  For further 
details, please ring Trish 01789 740185.  
 

WI Community Film Night 
Our next film screening in the WI Hall, Tredington, will be on Friday 7th October 
2022.  Bar opens at 7pm with the film starting at 7.30pm.  The film is a British war  
 
 

https://tredingtonandblackwellwi.co.uk/welcome-to-tredington/


7 

 
film (Cert 12; 99 minutes, plus interval with bar and ice creams).  Booking is now 
open.  For more details of the film, to join the email list or to book places, please 
contact Gill, either email treasurer@tredingtonandblackwellwi.co.uk or text 
07789810877. 

WI Christmas Fair 
Keep the date!  Saturday 19th November 2022, 10.30am-1.00pm in the Tredington 
and Blackwell WI Hall, Armscote Road, Tredington, CV36 4NP.  Crafts, cakes and 
preserves.  Tea and coffee available.  Entrance free. 
 

WHITCHURCH 
 

Notes from a Small Church in a Field. 
In about 1646 Sir William Dugdale visited St Mary's and saw a church very little 
changed since medieval times. Only a few years later, however, the church had been 
severely damaged, most likely by Oliver Cromwell's soldiers stationed in the district to 
block the road to Oxford at Talton. It was probably then that stained glass in the east 
window, described as 'unusually rich for a small country church', was smashed and 
stone canopies on either side of the window, mutilated. Only small pieces of medieval 
glazing survive in this window, in two faces of 'wodewose' or 'greenmen'. But in the 
south chancel window, the upper lights can be seen to have been patched together 
from fragments of medieval glass showing coats of arms that bear witness to the 
original Lords of Whitchurch Manor: Montforts, Belknaps, and Staffords. Our glass, 
then, remembers family histories -- but also an older history that belongs to folklore.     
 

PRESTON ON STOUR 
 

    Preston Village Hall 
Monday 3rd October 7.30 pm - AGM  The Village Hall will be holding its annual 
general meeting.  This is an open meeting and an opportunity for everyone to come 
and see the hall, give ideas on events and talk to the committee. 
Saturday 15th October 7.00 pm - Harvest Supper This is a popular traditional 
evening with two courses of home cooked locally sourced food. Bring your own drinks 
and glasses please.  Bookings can be made individually or in table groups of 6 to 8 to 
Margaret on 450710 or prestonbrocks@gmail.com. 
Friday 28th October 7.30 pm - Film Night ‘Elvis’ Doors open at 7.00 for a sociable 
evening watching the latest biopic of ‘The King’ for only £3.50! 
 
 

ILMINGTON 
 

Church Flag 
Plans by St. Mary's Church for a new flag have come to fruition this week. We have 
bought a high-quality flag of similar size to the old one. Since the old flag has served 
the late Queen well for her 70 years it will stay for her funeral and afterwards until the 
new flag has been dedicated. We shall then be able to celebrate a new King with a 
new flag! We will let the village know when this happens.  Some villagers have 
already said that they would like to contribute to this. If you would like to do so our 
treasurer, Helen Patrick, will be delighted to accept cash, cheques or bank transfer 
(30 98 26 a/c 01704398) in person, in church or in a sealed envelope at the village 
shop. THANK YOU VERY MUCH INDEED 

Ilmington C of E Primary School 
The start of a new academic year is always exciting in schools. We have said 
goodbye to our previous Year six children and now welcome seventeen new 
Reception children into the school who have settled in very quickly to life at school in  

mailto:prestonbrocks@gmail.com
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Ilmington. The start of the term was marked by the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
and, despite being sad at her passing, we spent some time celebrating the life of our queen 
and looking forward to the reign of King Charles III. It is a time of new beginnings for the 
country and our school. We were recently considering how exciting it is to get new exercise 
books and doing our best to keep them tidy but when we make a mistake we can either be 
disappointed or learn from it and improve. We are therefore happily looking forward to 
many marvellous mistakes this year! 

Want to Help Wildlife in Ilmington? 
Ilmington 2020 Wildlife Group with Warwickshire Wildlife Trust and the support of Ilmington 
Parish Council, are planning to sow small areas of wildflowers in the following locations: the 
playing fields; -Upper Green and  Dom’s Plantation (on Campden Hill). We are hoping this 
will encourage as many pollinators as possible! Before we do any sowing, however, we 
need to clear the weeds in some areas of the playing field and Dom’s plantation. Would you 
like to come and help? We’re asking for volunteers, with appropriate tools if you have them, 
for an hour on one or both of these dates: 
Saturday 15 October between 10.00 and 16.00 
Sunday 16 October between 10.00 and 16.00 
We’re not sure what the weather will be like so we’re going for two dates. We may use one 
or both. We want about 20 individuals in total. Children welcome with adult supervision. To 
put your name forward, or to know more, contact Liz Garton T: 682542 or E: lizgar-
ton15@gmail.com. We will also be asking for volunteers to sow wildflower seeds on the 
cleared areas and part of Upper Green on Saturday/Sunday 12/13 November . 
 

Ilmington Village & Horticultural Show 
A good time was had by more than 2500 visitors to the Show which celebrated its 40th an-
niversary this year. There was a record turnover so there should be substantial amount 
available for local good causes. If you missed Judge the Poet's Anniversary poem at the 
show here's a chance to read it and take note: 
Yet also, as we now celebrate 40 years with grateful, happy tears, 
Let us think about what we need to do to create the next 40 years… 
Yes, to keep our village heart beating, to make these dreams come true, 
Our Show Team will need new willing helpers… now, could that be YOU? 
If you would like to help contact the Chair Alan Wright on 682660 
or alanwrightfireworks@gmail.com. Any group wishing to make a bid for support, 
please apply in writing to Alan (15 Cross Leys, Ilmington, CV36 4RT), by Wednesday 
16 November stating what the money would be used for and a guide to the sums re-
quired so that requests can be considered. 
 

Ilmington Community Shop and Café Jackets on… 
As we step into autumn, we celebrate the warmth and community that a village shop and 
café can bring. Please take the time to say hello: Wednesday 26th October is Shop Local 
Day UK and we’re challenging everyone to do their day’s shopping with us! On Friday 7th 
October at 7pm we welcome you to our Pop Up Wine Bar @thecafe, featuring cheese as 
well as wine. No tickets required. And on Friday 21st October we are holding a 3-course 
“Chilli and Jacket Supper”, with Stilton and Broccoli Soup to start and Sticky Toffee Pudding 
to finish. This will be our last long-table supper of the year: tickets are £15 and include a 
glass of wine or beer and a hot drink too 

Screen on the Green at Ilmington Village Hall - Friday 28th October 
Downton Abbey: A New Era (rated PG) 

Escape the autumn chill in style: join Maggie Smith, Hugh Bonneville, Michelle Dockery and 
the rest of the cast as the Crawley family and household set off for the French Riviera 
in Downton Abbey: A New Era. The year is now 1929 and times are changing, but in Julian 
Fellowes’ much-anticipated movie sequel, the romance, the mystery and the dowager 

mailto:lizgarton15@gmail.com
mailto:lizgarton15@gmail.com
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countess’s famous one-liners remain as entertaining as ever. Doors open at 7pm 
for 7.30pm film start. Licensed bar and raffle. Adults £4, under 18s £2.50. All wel-
come. 
 

Wednesday Club Next Meeting Wednesday October 12th at 2pm 
It  was with sadness that we remembered our patron of the RVS, her majesty 
Queen Elizabeth.  Christine Wright spoke about the wonderful memories we have 
of her and how much she will be missed.  A big thank you must go to Nigel Dunn 
who spoke on behalf of “Eyes and Ears” in Ilmington. Together, with two communi-
ty police officers, our members were treated to a reassuring and informative dis-
cussion. Thank you to all who took part. Next month  we have only two birthdays to 
celebrate; Betty Bryan and Carole Clifford. Happy birthday ladies! It is the month of 
October already. Now how many sleeps before that wonderful night? Stay safe 
and see you all very  soon! Remember: Wednesday 12th October at the Village 

Hall  at 2pm. 

The Coven 
The fish and chips went down a treat, The Howard's food is hard to beat! October 
19th next we'll meet at half past 12. Stay sweet! 

 
 

OUTSIDE THE PARISHES 
 

A Breakfast for Women on Saturday 5th November 2022 
at the Halford Bridge Inn, Fosse Way, Halford, Shipston on Stour. Please join us 
for a delicious continental breakfast at 9.00am for 9.15am. Our speaker is Helen 
Wright, who lives in Leamington Spa with her husband, Ben, and their three chil-
dren, Caleb 11, James 8, and Hannah 6.  Prior to having her children, Helen 
worked as a midwife, and now supports  new mums with feeding their ba-
bies.  When she is not being mum or working or serving in her local church, Helen 
enjoys ballet, running and getting lost in a good book! It will be a delight to hear 
Helen share her faith and her personal insights with us after breakfast. If you 
would like to book a place please email Liz Harvey: ma_harvey@hotmail.com or 
message:07914 02645. 

Townsend Hall, Shipston on Stour 

Amidst the welcome one-off bookings, we also have some great regular clubs and 
sports. These include Pilates, Dance, Knitting & Crochet, Calypso Kids, Slimming 
World, AmDram, Little Fishes, Table Tennis, Badminton, U3A, Lions Cinema Club.  
Check them out at www.townsendhall.co.uk and get involved! We also have some 
great music events coming up. If you missed Cotswold Events “Just Take That” a 
while back, you missed a treat and they’re back Saturday 12th November. We also 
continue with our fabulous monthly jazz, proceeds to provide a stage lift, to make 
the stage accessible to all.  In a change to the advertised programme, next up is 
“Dave Browning’s Jazz Cats” on Friday 28th October. We re-create the swinging 
Dixieland jazz style when they roar into town! Tickets are just a tenner and availa-
ble from www.ticketsource.co.uk/townsend-hall, where you can bag your own table 
and seat, or for general admission from Clarke’s in town. 

mailto:ma_harvey@hotmail.com
http://www.townsendhall.co.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/townsend-hall
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Tutoring for maths and English: qualified 
secondary school teacher offering 11+ and GCSE 
tuition,(with Maths up to A level) DBS 
cleared. www.clarketutoring.com tel 07984 140 
739 .email clarke.tutoring@btinternet.com  
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THE LODGE – ILMINGTON 
 

Luxury ‘boutique hotel style’ 
self-catering accommodation 

Sleeps 2 
 

        Visiting the Cotswolds, special occasion 
        in or near the village, need extra      

accommodation  for family and friends? 
 

        The Lodge is your perfect solution and 
        available all year round. Fully equipped 
        and Welcome Breakfast Basket provided! 
 

Tel:    01608 682045    
Mob: 07778 979288 

Email: sue@thelodgeilmington.co.uk 
 

www.thelodgeilmington.co.uk 
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