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 Richard Cooke, the Rector, writes… 

 Familiar Faces in New Places 
 

It was with some surprise that the Bishop of London, Sarah Mulllaly, was 
announced as the new Archbishop of Canterbury a few weeks ago. The 
consensus had been that it was ‘not yet’ time for a woman to become the 
senior bishop in the Church of England, that much of the Anglican Church 
overseas, especially in Africa, would not accept it, and so on. The Com-
mission which had the task of choosing the new Archbishop actually had 
greater representation from the worldwide Anglican Church than on previ-
ous occasions, so it’s pretty clear that, despite some of the press reports, 
Anglicans across the world are pleased with the nomination. It’s also en-
couraging that, only 12 years after women were at last allowed to be-
come bishops in England, one is now about to take on this new role.  
 Bishop Sarah herself was ordained after serving for many years as 
a nurse, rising to become Chief Nursing Officer for England and Wales. 
Asked about changing direction from being a nurse to being a vicar, she 
said that she feels she has had one vocation in her life, to serve Christ, 
but that it has been expressed in two different ways. I find this a really 
helpful way to look at things. Sometimes I’m asked about ‘vocation’ as if 
it’s a special thing restricted to clergy, nuns and monks, but the truth is 
that I believe God calls everyone to be part of creating and re-creating 
the world, bringing justice and love. That call may come in different ways 
and at different times, and it’s not restricted to working within the 
Church, and neither is God! Sarah Mullaly knows that, and her life shows 
it. She wasn’t working less for God as a junior nurse than she will as 
Archbishop. 
 Which brings me on to another story of vocation – this time for Ros 
Wakefield who has been serving as a Reader in our parishes for many 
years. On 7 December at 2.30pm at St Mary’s Ilmington, the Bishop of 
Coventry will ordain Ros as a deacon, recognising the value and signifi-
cance of her ministry in our churches. It will be a great celebration, and 
all are welcome to come to the service, and for refreshments afterwards 
in Ilmington Village Hall. It will also be a chance to meet Bishop Sophie, 
who has only been with us for a few months.  
 But for Ros too her ministry is not just restricted to the Church, be-
cause she has also served for a long time as an associate chaplain in the 
South Warwickshire Hospitals. So, like Sarah Mullaly, she’s a hopeful sign 
of God’s work beyond the conventional Church, in all parts of our world 
and lives.  
 

Remembrance 
All our churches will be holding a Remembrance service on 9th November, 
starting at 10.45am and incorporating the two-minutes’ silence at 
11.00am. Please join us if you can.  

 
The Parish Giving Scheme  

The scheme is the best way to support your local church financially.  
Go to www.parishgiving.org.uk and you will be able to locate your par-
ish church and make a donation, either regularly or as a one-off gift.  

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk
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From the Registers 
[No notices to report] 

 
Editor’s Note 

The deadline for copy for the November issue is Saturday 15 Novem-
ber. Send copy to Susan Brock, Editor, E. s.brock9@btinternet.com, Dai-
sy Cottage, Front St., Ilmington, CV36 4LA.  Please note that the limit for 
editorial articles is 150 words.  Enquiries about advertising to Tim Seller: 
E. Tim. This month’s topical cover image is from Fran Chapman of Ilming-
ton. If you have a piece of art work or a photo you would like to share 
don’t hesitate to send it in to me. It should be portrait shape so it fit’s on 
the cover and a jpg or PDF file makes my life easier! 
Susan Brock, Editor 
 

Christmas Greetings 
Increasingly many people donate to charities instead of sending Christmas 
cards. Why not send your greetings via the December issue of the maga-
zine which goes to every home in Blackwell, Compton Scorpion, Crim-
scote, Darlingscott,  Ilmington, Preston on Stour, Stretton on Fosse, Tred-
ington, Wimpstone and Whitchurch? Its FREE but you  might be moved to 
give a donation to the Downs and Valley Parishes Magazine via BACS  (6 
Parishes Magazine;  sort code: 30-98-97; account number: 55673763). 
As a guide our classified ads cost £6 for 30 words.  Please send your 
name, your message and, if you like, the name of the charity you are 
supporting to s.brock9@btinternet.com by 17 November the deadline for 
the December issue of the magazine. 
Susan Brock, Editor 
 

Link to Hope Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2025 
Just a few days left to send a Christmas shoebox as a very special gift to 
a family or an elderly person in Ukraine, Moldova, Romania or Bulgaria. 
For those living in poverty, some in war torn areas, it will be a lifeline – 
and for many the only Christmas present they’ll receive. Link to Hope will 
deliver the boxes - full of fun and useful gifts -in time for Christmas Day. 
It’s not too late to pick up a leaflet from one of our churches-  Ilmington, 
Darlingscott, Stretton, Tredington, Whitchurch or Preston  Or from 
Ilmington Community Shop – and follow the instructions. 
Then deliver your box to: Denise Belchambers- Spring Cottage, Tred-
ington 01608 663696 or Wendy Lewis Edwards, Croake Cottage, Frog 
Lane, Ilmington 01608 682049. (Do call if you need me to collect from 
you).  
The deadline is FRIDAY 7 NOVEMBER. No time? Then cheque dona-
tions to Link to Hope are very welcome-or for other ways to join in 
please visit www.linktohope.co.uk. Thanks in advance for your wonderful 
generosity! 
Wendy Lewis Edwards, Appeal Coordinator 
 

Nature Notes November 2025 
 In November, winter preparations continue among mammals like foxes, 
squirrels and hedgehogs. Hedgehogs will be seeking hibernation spots so 
please leave some leaf piles in your garden for them. In areas like Nor-
folk, you can see grey seals, with some giving birth to pups.  Can you see 
the colourful berries of holly and spindle trees, and wild fruits from black 
bryony and rowan trees? Do you have any flowering ivy? This provides  
  

 
 

mailto:s.brock9@btinternet.com
http://www.linktohope.co.uk
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nectar for late-flying insects, bees especially like it. Please consider plant-
ing some.With fewer leaves on the trees, it's easier to see wildlife, what 
you can spot? How about some stargazing? The longer nights of November 
are excellent for that. The dark skies around our villages reveal such beau-
ty. As the song goes All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and 
small...the Lord God made them all. 
Gill 
 

WHITCHURCH 
 

St Mary’s 
 Thanks to the indefatigable researches of Robert Howe, we now know even 
more about our bells.  In an earlier instalment in this magazine, we learned 
that in 1664 churchwardens reported the 'irrepairable decaies' of the 
church, the 'steeple also' having collapsed. The parish, 'consisting most of 
rack renters & other poore persons', was unable to rebuild without some 
manner of raising funds. They asked the Bishop of Worcester's permission 
to sell two of St Mary's bells. Now Robert Howe adds: 'This was evidently 
granted: the 1552 inventory of church goods lists three bells but after 
1670, only one. Of 1051 bells in Warwickshire churches in 1910, only 58 
were described as "Pre-Reformation". Two are in Beaudesert, one in 
Whitchurch. These three bells have the same origin and similar design, 
probably made in Warwickshire, and date from the middle of the 14th cen-
tury when Peter de Montfort was Lord of both manors.' If you examine the 
Sheldon tapestry map of Warwickshire: sure enough, you'll see St Mary's 
Whitchurch crowned with a steeple!  
Carol Rutter 
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TREDINGTON WITH BLACKWELL AND DARLINGSCOTT 
 

Tredington  Art Club Exhibition Tredington Community  Hall 
Saturday 15th November, 10.30am to 1.30 pm 

 Everyone welcome to come along to our exhibition and view our  latest 
projects! Free entry  and complimentary  tea or coffee and biscuits! 
Terri Smith 
 

Newbold and Tredington C of E Primary School. 
As half term approaches, it has been wonderful having the children back 
in school. They have enjoyed being back with their friends and learning 
new concepts, topics and participating in a wide range of events. This 
term some of our Year 3-6 children took part in a Cross Country event at 
Stratford High School, as part of the South Warwickshire Sports Event. 
They all ran exceptionally well for their first ever race and they showed 
determination and resilience. Lots of the children finished within the top 
20 positions and our Year 6 runner placed 5th out of over 40 runners in 
total! The children are already looking forward to the next event. In addi-
tion to Sports, Newbold and Tredington held two wonderful Harvest Festi-
val Services, whereby children kindly brought in a box of food and prod-
ucts which have all been donated to Shipston Food Bank. We thank eve-
ryone for their generous contributions. To end this half term, the children 
had an Autumn Disco where they danced to multiple music tracks and 
enjoyed the songs, disco lights and refreshments. Great fun was had by 
all (including the staff and PTFA!) We thank the PTFA for organising such 
a brilliant event. We look forward to sharing our Autumn 2 news with you 
soon. 
With best wishes, all of the staff and children at Newbold and Tredington 
C of E Primary School. 

 
Tredington & District Garden Club 

 Our final meeting of 2025 will take place on Thursday 20th November 
2025 when we’ll be making a festive wreath.  Participants will need to 
bring along flowers & decorations of their choice – further details will fol-
low by email & will be posted to the club website https://
tredingtongardenclub.weebly.com/ . Kick off will be 7.30pm as usual with 
doors open from 7pm. A bar  will be available before the meeting and 
refreshments at the end. Subject to space, non-members (£4) are wel-
come to join us. Please contact me for details. 
 Marian White, Chair  

 
Tuesday Morning Qigong 

Start your day with balance and energy by joining our 45-minute 
Qigong class at 8 .00am—perfect for those heading to work. This 
class is designed to suit all levels of experience, from beginners to 
seasoned practitioners, and is accessible to everyone, with seated ex-
ercises available for those who prefer them.  £7 per person (cash/
card on the day or via https://breath-therapy.uk/events. 
Gill Goodlad, Hall Secretary & Trustee 
 
  
  

 

https://tredingtongardenclub.weebly.com/
https://tredingtongardenclub.weebly.com/
https://breath-therapy.uk/events.
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Tredington & Blackwell WI 

On Thursday 13th November, we meet at 1.00pm in the Community Hall 
for our annual meeting and social time.  All women are welcome (guests 
£5.00).   
Marilyn Payne, WI Programme Secretary/Hall Trustee 

 
Craft & Chatter 

The next meetings will be held at 2.00pm on Thursday 6th and Monday 
17th November in the Community Hall.  Bring a craft project if you wish, 
and join us for social conversation, tea and cake.  £1.00 per person, no 
membership required.  For more information contact Vanessa on 07818 
599353 
Vanessa Ward, WI Secretary/Hall Trustee 

 
 WI Community Christmas Fair 

This year’s Fair will take place in the hall on Saturday 29th November 
10.30-12.30.  Cakes & bakes, Christmas decorations, stocking fillers, Raf-
fle and more. Refreshments available. 
Gill Goodlad, Hall Secretary & Trustee 
 

WI Community Film 
The next Community film will be in the hall from 7pm on Friday 12th De-
cember. Look out for more information in the December issue or email 
Gill at gillgoodlad@hotmail.com. 
Gill Goodlad, WI Treasurer/Hall Trustee 
 
  

Tuesday Morning Qigong 
Start your day with balance and energy by joining our 45-minute Qigong 
class at 8 .00am—perfect for those heading to work. This class is de-
signed to suit all levels of experience, from beginners to seasoned practi-
tioners, and is accessible to everyone, with seated exercises available for 
those who prefer them.  £7 per person (cash/card on the day or via 
https://breath-therapy.uk/events. 
Gill Goodlad, Hall Secretary & Trustee 
 
For information about more regular events at Tredington Commu-
nity Hall:  
see the monthly programme displayed on the notice board or visit 
www.tredington-community-hall.org 
 

STRETTON ON FOSSE 
 

Soup Lunches Back in Action! 
As in previous years, we will providing soup lunches on a fortnightly basis 
during the Autumn and Winter months. Dates until Christmas are October 
22nd, November 5th and 19th, December 3rd and 17th from 12.30pm. 
We will offer a choice of 3 soups and guarantee that at least one will be 
vegetarian. We will always show ingredients too, in case you have an al-
lergy or food intolerance. There is no charge but we welcome donations. 
If you would like to come along but would need some assistance to get to 
the hall, please contact me and I will arrange a lift for you. 
Geri Hunting 07968 338848 

mailto:gillgoodlad@hotmail.com
https://breath-therapy.uk/events.
http://www.tredington-community/
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PRESTON ON STOUR 
 

Preston Village Hall 
 
                       ‘The Pop Inn’ from 4pm Friday 14th November 
Preston on Stour’s very own pop up pub will be open every Friday at 
4pm starting from 14th November in the village Hall.  Ashley and ‘G’ 
look forward to welcoming you.  (Cash only please) 
 
                      Film Night - 7.30 Friday 28th November  
Our film this month will be ‘The Ballad of Wallis Island’, a heartwarming, 
emotionally stirring and amusing film. The story tells of tensions resur-
facing when bandmates reunite for a private show at the island home of 
an eccentric millionaire. 

 
 ‘The Story of the Dancer’ - 7.30pm Wednesday  

10th December 
The Story of the Dancer is a spoken word story by Donald McCombie 
and Adderbury Village Morris, with song and Morris Dancing. It tells the 
story of a soldier and Morris dancer who survived WW1 and was part of 
the 1914 Christmas Truce. There will be carol singing and celebration of 
the day singing stopped a war.  It is a tale of international fellowship 
and the later revival of Morris Dancing, also significantly this day will be 
International Human Rights Day. There will be no charge but donations 
to the village hall kitchen refurbishment fund will be welcome. 
 
  Regenerative Farming on 
Alscot Estate - 7pm 4th No-
vember 
Doors open at 6.30pm for an 
evening hosted by PEG and Wild 
About Clifford in Preston Village 
Hall. The Alscot team will be 
sharing their experiences of the 
first year of this project and into 
the future. This is a free event. 
For more details contact Ron Hoe 
on ronhoe@me.com. 
Margaret Holdsworth 
 

 
 

 

mailto:ronhoe@me.com
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ILMINGTON 

Important Notice for Ilmington Residents –  
Change of Venue for By-Election 

Following the resignation of Stratford on Avon District Councillor Domi-
nic Skinner (Liberal Democrat), a by-election will be held for Quinton 
Ward, which includes Ilmington, on Thursday 20 November 2025. 
Residents of Ilmington are advised that, due to the unavailability of the 
Village Hall, the polling station for this election will instead be located 
at: The Sports Pavilion on the Playing Fields, Mickleton Road, 
Ilmington CV36 4JQ. This change applies only to this election. Full 
details will appear on your poll cards, which you should receive in ad-
vance of polling day. Please make sure you attend the correct 
venue to cast your vote. 
You can register to vote in this by-election until midnight on 4 No-
vember 2025 at: https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 
Information from the Elections Office, Stratford on Avon District Coun-
cil . Contact: elections@stratford-dc.gov.uk or 01789 260208 
 

Shipston Home Nursing - Village Carols at Christmas 
Join us at St Marys church in Ilmington for Village Carols at Christmas 
on Saturday 20th December. Julian Harris will be at the helm with 
readings by Anton Lesser and solos by soprano Mollie Smith. All funds 
raised will come to Shipston Home Nursing.  For further information 
and to book tickets, please visit www.shipstonhomenursing.co.uk/
events, email fundraising@shipstonhomenursing.co.uk or telephone 
01608 664850.  
Kate Bamford, Shipston Home Nursing 
 

Ilmington Bonfire & Fireworks Night 
Sunday 2nd November,  

Mabel’s Farm, Back Street, Ilmington CV36 4LJ 
All welcome. Gates open at 5pm, bonfire lit at 6pm, fireworks at 
6:30pm. Bar, burgers, hot dogs & sweets available. Adults £5, children 
£2.50 - raising funds for Ilmington School. In the interests of safety, 
please do not bring sparklers into the event. 
Ilmington School PTA 
 
             Ilmington Show Supporting the Community 
A reminder that the deadline for applications for funding is 6 Novem-
ber.  Any group wishing to make a bid for support, pick up an applica-
tion form from Ilmington Community Shop or contact the Committee 
Secretary at 01608 682 409 or email s.brock9@btinternet.com. You 
will need to state the name of the applicant and the organisation, con-
tact details, the intended use of the grant, the beneficiaries, the 
amount of money requested and the timescale of the project. Email 
your completed form to the Committee Secretary at 
s.brock9@btinternetcom or send to Daisy Cottage, Front. St., Ilming-
ton CV36 4LA to arrive by Wednesday 6 November.   If you need fur-
ther information please contact Susan Brock. 
Susan Brock, Committee Secretary 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
mailto:elections@stratford-dc.gov.uk
https://www.shipstonhomenursing.co.uk/events,
https://www.shipstonhomenursing.co.uk/events,
mailto:s.brock9@btinternet.com
mailto:s.brock9@btinternetcom
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Ilmington C of E Primary School 
This academic year started in its usual brisk way and we welcomed our 
new reception intake of 15 children who have settled into school really 
quickly. We are now looking forward to our harvest service which will 
take place in the next week. This year our year 1 and 2 class will be 
leading this time in church. We will also be collecting donations for 
Shipston Foodbank as part of our celebrations. We recently celebrated 
National Poetry Day where all our children worked together to write 
poems and produce artwork around the theme of ‘Play’. The poems 
and art were fantastic and really showed off the children’s creativity. 
Our wonderful PTA continue to be active. They have already organised 
two discos which have raised substantial amounts of money. This mon-
ey will go towards giving the children an even better school experi-
ence. We are so grateful for all their support.  
Paul Crouch, Head Teacher 
 

Screen-on-the-Green: Black Bag (15) 
On Friday 28th November we are showing Black Bag, a gripping, styl-
ish and quick-witted espionage drama starring Cate Blanchett and Mi-
chael Fassbender as top-level British intelligence agents who are also 
husband and wife. When she is suspected of betraying the nation, he 
faces the ultimate dilemma: loyalty to his marriage or his country. Em-
pire magazine praised this film, which is directed by Steven Soder-
bergh (Oceans Eleven), as "a great spy thriller – and an even better 
marriage drama”. Doors open 7pm for a 7.30pm start at Ilmington Vil-
lage Hall. Tickets £4 from the Village Shop or on the door. Licensed 
bar, interval ice-creams and raffle available (cash only please). 
Lis Ribbans, Ilmington Cinema Group 

 

Ilmington Community Shop November News 
The clocks have gone back, but we are looking forward to a cosy com-
munity November at the Shop and Café. We will be hosting our Christ-
mas Market at Ilmington Village Hall on Thursday 20th from 6pm. Meet 
some wonderful local stallholders and start your Christmas shopping! 
You can pre-book a two-course, homemade supper – more information 
in store – and do bring cash for the bar.  Then on Saturday 29th No-
vember we celebrate Lights in the Dark, a magical gathering from 4pm 
on the Café Terrace. We will sing carols, illuminate the tree and enjoy 
a glass of mulled wine together. Please join us for a warm and wel-
coming winter in your community hub. 
Other dates for your diary: 
Wednesday 26th at 2pm: Knit & Natter @thecafe 
Friday 28th at 2pm:  Coffee & Connect @thecafe 
Tuesday 2nd December  at 2pm: Book Club @thecafe 
Ilmington Community Shop Committee 
 

Wednesday Club Next Meeting on  
12th November at 2pm, Village Hall 

With the trees in their autumnal  colours, our walk in Batsford Arbore-
tum was a very enjoyable one. This was followed by a light lunch, a 
little shopping and then home. Not a bad day! Now the November 
meeting brings something new to the Club. The Screen on the 
Green  have given us some funds so that at 2pm on 12th November  
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OUTSIDE THE PARISHES 
 

A Date for your Diary 
An invitation to A BREAKFAST FOR LADIES, AT THE HALFORD BRIDGE 
INN, on Saturday 29th November, 2025 9.00am for 9.15am continental 
breakfast with our Speaker, Wendy Biddington. Wendy lives in Welles-
bourne with her husband Norman.  She was a nurse and midwife by 
profession, and latterly an associate director leading a hospital build.  
She is now retired and is an associate minister at St. Peter’s, Welles-
bourne and is very involved in community schemes.£9 for Breakfast 
and more details from Liz Harvey ma_harvey@hotmail.com. This is a 
very friendly relaxed morning, and everyone is welcome. 
 Liz Harvey 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Tutoring for Maths and English: qualified secondary school teacher of-

fering 11+ and GCSE tuition,(with Maths up to A level) DBS 

cleared. www.clarketutoring.com .T: 07984 140 39 

E:  clarke.tutoring@btinternet.com.  

‘we can have our very own  matinee! The film will be the 2017 film 
Murder on the Orient Express’ directed by Kenneth Branagh. It has 
numerous well known British actors so it should very entertaining. 
Everyone is welcome. A big thank you must go to the Screen on the 
Green committee for their generosity. 
There are two birthdays for the month of November; Sheila Ovens on 
4th and Thelma Rondel on 15th. Have a lovely day ladies! 
A reminder to finish with and that is, don’t forget to reserve Decem-
ber 3rd for our Christmas lunch. 
Carole Clifford, Chair, 017519704038 
 

Ilmington Village Hall 
Our popular Quiz Night returns on Saturday 8 November with Elisabeth 
Ribbans setting the brain teasers and Jean Moon preparing a delicious 
chilli supper (vegan option available). Tickets are available from the 
Community Shop. There will be 12 tables of 6 people participating. If 
you do not have a full team of 6, do not worry, you can always join 
other part teams on the night. 
On Thursday evening 13 November, we are delighted to welcome back 
'Swing from Paris’. If you like jazz or might just interested, this is a 
performance not to be missed as they are amongst the best local 
quartets and have a popular following. 
Our choice of wellbeing events is expanding with the following current-
ly on offer: 
-Tai Chi on Mondays 09:30 
-Table Tennis on alternate Tuesdays 14:00-15:00 and Thursdays 18:00
-20:00 
-Keep fit Tuesdays 19:30-20:30 
-Yoga Wednesdays 17:30-18:30 
-Morris dancing on Wednesdays 20:00-22:00 
-Indoor kurling on Thursdays 14:30-15:30 
-Children’s drama on Saturdays 09:30-11:30 
Bryan Clifford, Chair 

mailto:ma_harvey@hotmail.com
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 Ilmington Multi-Sports Facility  
Tennis, Five a Side Football, Basketball 

and Floorball. LED Floodlights 

 
 Managed and run by Ilmington Tennis Club  

on behalf of Ilmington Parish Council. 
The Tennis club welcomes players of all ages and levels of play. 

Coaching including taster sessions are available. 
Full information and contact details on IMSF’s website. 

www.imsf.co.uk 
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Now you can book our refurbished, brighter Village Hall! 

A private party? A wedding reception? A dance? A concert? A conference? A 

performance? A business meeting? A rehearsal? 

 

•        Car park  and adjacent parking  

•        EV charging points (2x22kw, ~35p per kwh, Monta app) 

•        Free Superfast Broadband 

•        Glazed panoramic viewing onto paved patio /grassed walkabout area 

•        Recently refurbished breakout or private meeting room 

•        A comprehensively equipped kitchen with  fast commercial dishwasher 

•        A stage with  AV and lighting  equipment, large screen 

  
To book: strettononfosse.com/village hall/booking request 
 

For more information:  strettonvillagehall@strettononfosse.com or contact Izzi on 07850 

314161. 
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THE HOWARD ARMS     

ILMINGTON  
 

GOLD WINNER  
West Midlands Tourism Awards 2023   

 
 

 
 
 

Bar opening times 
Monday to Saturday: 11am ð 11pm 

Sunday: 12pm ð 10.30pm 
 

Food serving times 
Daytime: 

Monday to Saturday: 12pm ð 2.30pm 
Evening: 

Monday to Thursday: 6pm ð 9pm 
Friday & Saturday: 6pm ð 9.30pm 

Sunday & Bank Holidays 
12pm ð 7.30pm 

 
FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE CALL 01608 682226 

OR 
EMAIL: INFO@HOWARD ARMS.COM 

 
The Howard Arms, Lower Green, Ilmington,, Warwickshire, CV36 4LT  


