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THE HOWARD ARMS
ILMINGTON

Following the Government's announcement
we will be re-opening our pub garden and we're taking bookings now.
Explore our beer garden and reserve your table today from Monday 12th April for
tables up to six from multiple households.
For bookings inside, our bookings diary is now open
for bookings from 17th May.
All bookings can be on our website: howardarms.com
To keep up to date with our exciting plans for reopening,
follow us on our social channels

Opening times 12th April - 16th May
FOOD
Lunch Monday - Friday 12pm-2.30pm
Dinner Monday - Friday 5.30pm-9pm
Saturday 12pm-9pm
Sunday 12pm-8pm
DRINK
Monday - Sunday 12pm-10.30pm

Spring BBQ
17th April & 1st May
5pm-8pm
Menus available on our website
2 seeing you soon
We look forward to
The Howard Arms, Lower Green, Ilmington, Warwickshire, CV36 4LT

Easter 2021

As many are you are aware my mother Peggy died on the 11th March; her
funeral is on the Monday of Holy Week which providentially allows me and the
family freedom to link in with the celebrations of Easter. Funerals are
necessary, but they are no substitute for a really good wake; and as for
everyone else over this past year such a celebration is not possible at this time
for Peggy. The Easter celebrations this year will be more open than last year
and it is wonderful that our churches are able to hold face to face services. But
even so there will be no singing yet, no wine of celebration to symbolise the
outpouring of Jesus love for us, and no simple greeting one another over a cup
of coffee.
How do we give thanks during a time of pandemic? The resurrection that we
celebrate at Easter reminds us that death is not the end. The many celebrations
that have not happened this year of birthdays, anniversaries, Church festivals
and yes, people’s lives, have left us with a great gap, a communal sense of
bereavement and loss. Easter reminds us that all is conquered in Christ Jesus,
that if we receive the gift he offers we can know in our hearts that the
celebration of all that life gives us can never be taken away. Christ overcomes
death for us, at Easter he opens for us the greatest possible celebration which
not even a dreadful pandemic can deny us.
Gustave Martelet writes ‘Those words ‘for us’ offer a response to an otherwise
insoluble problem that, being insoluble, casts a dark shadow over all our
knowledge of the world and of one another. How to love others if we do not
know that they are eternal?’
This Easter may we be made new by Christ Jesus passing from death to life for
us and let us know in our hearts the wonder of a joy of celebration that
surpasses the best party we can ever offer here on earth.
Stephen, Interim Assistant Curate.
Holy Week
Reflections beginning Monday 29th March: there will be short reflection offered
each evening of Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at Ilmington St. Mary,
7.30pm.
Maundy Thursday Preston St. Mary
7.30pm Holy Communion
Good Friday
Stretton St. Peter
10.30am Family Service
Ilmington St. Mary
2.00pm Last Hour at the Cross
Tredington St. Gregory 7.30pm Evening Prayer
On Easter Sunday 4th April see centre pages.
If the Government road map continues the hope is that the individual churches
risk assessment will allow us to return to a full pattern of in-person services at
Pentecost 23rd May. If so this will be advertised next month. There will no doubt
still be covid restrictions in place; again these will updated here and on the
church website. The Church of England continues to produce services that are
free to hear on the telephone simply dial 0800 804 8044. The website now has
the current issue of this magazine available it is easiest accessed through the
Church of England “a church near you” site, each church has its own page.
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If there is anything you would like put up on the site do email it directly to
revfletcher24@gmail.com. Have a look! It is regularly updated in these
changing times. There are lots of useful links to see!
From the Registers
Funeral:
Dorothy Phyliss Oldnall K/A Molly. Oakleigh Wood 16th February
Joyce Peachey. St. Mary’s Ilmington 4th March
Easter Gardens!
Calling all children, families; friends and neighbours; young and old please
join us in celebrating Easter again this year! Use any container available
whether it be square or round, big or small. Or, make a poster instead! Be
creative, imaginative; have fun! On Easter Saturday, place your offering in
your front garden or window. Let it be an expression of our shared
thankfulness for all that we share together. Every blessing.
Ros Wakefield, Licensed Reader
Nature Notes April 2021 Crown of Thorns
The thorn plant that was used to make the "crown of thorns" which was
placed upon the head of Jesus, is believed to be a plant called Euphorbia
milii also called Christ Thorn. The common name refers to the thorny
crown Jesus was forced to wear during his crucifixion, with the red bracts
of the flowers representing his blood. Native to Madagascar, Euphorbia
milii was brought to the Middle East before the time of Christ. The
sprawling, branching, vinelike stems can attain lengths of more than two
metres (seven feet), though potted plants are considerably smaller!! The
thorns grow up the whole stem and are very pointed and sharp. They are
very pliable so are easy to shape into a circle and intertwine. In the words
of a popular hymn “the head that once was crowned with thorns, is
crowned with glory now.” May you all have a happy, healthy and peaceful
Easter.
Six Parishes Magazine : New Advertising Rates
Regretfully, from next month, we are putting up our advertising rates. This
is the first rise since April 2017 and it’ s needed now to keep the Six
Parishes Magazine financially sustainable. We understand that everyone
has had a difficult year but we hope this small increase will not
discourage you to advertise your businesses and events in the magazine
which reaches 1200 households and is now available online too. Contact
Treasurer, Gabrielle Spencer (T: 01608 682758 E:
spencer592@btinternet.com), if you would like to post an ad or for further
information about the rates.
BUT from the May issue we shall be carrying classified ads (short
and cheap – a maximum of 30 words for £4 for a month). So if you
have goods and services you want to advertise at minimum cost this
is your chance.
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TREDINGTON

Shipston Home Nursing :Tredington Plants and Produce Stall
Due to Government restrictions the Shipston Home Nursing Plant and
Produce Sale cannot be held at Brailes in May. Therefore local villages
are running their own Table top plants and produce sale to help raise
funds for the Charity. Tredington will be organising a Table top outside
Denise Belchambers home, Spring Cottage, from May 1st for one week.
GARDENERS- Please sow or pot up plants now to donate to the stall.
Donations of JAMS, CHUTNEYS, CAKES, VEGETABLES are very
welcome too. Please contact Denise with offers of help and plants etc.
01608 663686.
Newbold and Tredington CofE Primary School
On Monday 8th March, we welcomed everyone back to school in all year
group which has been wonderful. To keep everyone safe, we remain in
bubbles and have kept the arrangements that were in place in September
such as staggered arrival and collection times. During the last week of
lockdown learning, we celebrated World Book Day in a very different way
than normal. Children were given a bingo style grid of suggested activities
to complete offline and staff recorded themselves reading books for the
children to watch. It was wonderful to see everyone dressed up as their
favourite characters in our Zoom calls. Reading for pleasure is still very
high on our agenda. If you would like to donate a book to our school,
please looks at our Amazon Wishlist: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/
wishlist/genericItemsPage/1Q49VI4BPCF4M?
type=wishlist&_encoding=UTF8. As we are still unable to welcome visitors
to school performances, each class recorded their own Mother’s Day
performance that was shared on the school’s Facebook page. Everyone
enjoyed creating their own Mother’s Day card. Our pupils that won Shining
Star awards were also videoed for the Facebook page.
Neighbourhood Plan: The story so far
Thank you very much to the 281 residents who completed the
recent questionnaire, 273 online 8 via hard copy. By the time you
read this the responses will have been collated and analysed
and the draft Plan will be near completion. Meanwhile the
website has been updated and some additional information
added. As soon as we are ready to move to the next stage in the
process we will keep you fully informed.
www.tredingtonparishcouncil.co.uk
www.TredingtonNP.co.uk
Craft and Chatter
We are joining together on Zoom to do a little craft and a lot of chatter on
Thursday 1st April at 2.00pm . If you would like to join us for a pleasant
hour or two discussing all things crafty, please let Pat McPherson (01608
682102) know and she will be delighted to send you an invitation.
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Tredington and Blackwell WI
Please join us on zoom for a presentation on "The History and Art of Well
Dressing", a fascinating account of this ancient art form. It will take place
on Thursday 9th April at 7.30 pm please just let Pat McPherson (01608
682102) know and she will send you an invitation by email. If you haven't
joined us before you would be very welcome.
ILMINGTON
St Mary’s Ilmington Easter Lily Appeal
If you would like to donate towards the cost of Easter Lilies this year,
please send donations to Helen Patrick ( or leave in the shop in a marked
envelope). Whether there will be an Easter service in church is unknown,
however altar flowers and/or an arrangement in the porch will be a
reminder of those we have loved and lost.
John E. Fryer, Church Organist at St. Mary’s Ilmington 1972-1983
It is with great sadness that we announce the death of John Edward Fryer,
who died peacefully on 2 November, at home in Downingtown, PA, USA at
the age of 90, with family by his bedside. John lived with his late wife,
Jeanne Fryer and their two daughters, Sarah, and Rachel, in Ilmington,
where he was the church organist and choir master, from 1972-1983,
before becoming organist at St. James’ Chipping Campden, moving the
family to Hidcote-Boyce, then to Stretton-on-Fosse. Born in Birmingham,
John enjoyed a full, active, and varied life as a teacher, organist, and choir
master, working in the UK, Uganda, and the USA. His final teaching job
before retirement was with Jeanne at Kitebrook House Preparatory
School, Gloucestershire. Sadly, Jeanne died shortly after retirement when
the couple were living in Stretton-on- Fosse. Having met Kathy Kauterman
while her choir toured the UK, John remarried and began a whole new
chapter of his life based in Pennsylvania, regularly visiting the UK. His
lively presence and quick wit will be much missed by all his friends and
family who remain thankful for his life and so many happy memories.
Ilmington Neighbourhood Plan Referendum, May 6th
Referendum voting day is just a month away.
REGISTER TO VOTE & VIEW THE PLAN:
There’s still plenty of time to make sure you are registered to vote and/or
organise your proxy or postal vote. Please see the enclosed flyer or go to
Stratford District Council website or www.ilmington.org.uk/referendum for
details.
EXHIBITION OF THE PLAN’S POLICIES: 5th- 24th April
To help refresh your memories about the Plan, posters of the plan’s
policies will be displayed in the Community Shop Cafe windows.
ZOOM SESSIONS: 7pm Thursday, 29th April & 4pm Saturday, 1st May
Two Zoom sessions have been organised to answer any questions you
may have. Details on and links to the sessions can be found on the
enclosed flyer, at www.ilmington.org.uk/referendum and in the 20:20 email
circulation. To respond to as many questions as possible these Zoom
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sessions will not be open forum discussions and, to remind you, it is not
possible to change the Plan at this stage. Please put your pre-submitted
questions in the NDP Box in the Community Shop or email them to
martin@martinseymour.co.uk. The deadline for receiving your presubmitted questions is 21st April.
With or without a Plan, Ilmington is required to contribute to the District’s
future housing needs as part of the Stratford-on-Avon District Council Core
Strategy. So, the question is how that development is managed. Voting in the
Referendum on May 6th is your chance to influence that future.
Ilmington Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Ilmington Community Shop: The kettle’s on!
As lockdown begins to unfurl, we are taking gentle first steps to reopening
the café at Ilmington Shop. The café space has been essential for our
pandemic operation, a place to fill home delivery boxes and accept retail
deliveries, an extra counter when the Post Office is in situ. And even though
we plan to reopen on Monday 26th April, it won’t be inside. Think tea, coffee,
snacks and cake on our lovely outdoor terrace! We will be abiding by Covid
rules, offering table service only. Those who responded to our recent
household survey were keen to see the café re-open, but suggested we keep
things uncomplicated: cake and hot drinks, perhaps a light lunch, and
eventually a few events. We plan to launch with the simplest of menus and
the friendliest of welcomes from manager Michele Hall, committee member
Sarah Tremellen and a team of volunteers. We are excited to be back and
we want it to be fun for everyone - the volunteers too! When we get the
basics right, we might move on to something more ambitious. We look
forward to welcoming you over the summer. The kettle’s going on soon…
Ilmington Village Hall
We are very much looking forward to the time that we can reopen the Hall as
the pandemic recedes. In accordance with Government Guidelines, June 21
is the current target date but if the Covid infection rate keeps falling rapidly,
we are hopeful of an earlier opening. We are lucky to have such a spacious
and well equipped facility and would like to see it buzzing with activities once
more albeit that there may need to be some Covid precautions to begin with.
With this in mind, there are three events/needs that we would wish to inform
you of:
The AGM which will be held via ZOOM on Wednesday 19 May at 7:00pm in
the evening. Those wishing to join the meeting should
email theflyingmorrisman@hotmail.com for a link.
1. A few vacancies have arisen within the Hall Management Committee and
we would be keen to hear from local residents/organisations that would be
interested in putting themselves or a representative forward. We would be
particularly interested in those who have experience in event promotion and
can help rejuvenate our offering. Please call Bryan Clifford on 01608682996.
2. We also very much welcome interest in the role of part-time cleaner, just 3
hours per week starting in early May as we need to open for the local
elections on 6 May. Please call Paul Bryan on 07711 121210
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Services for April 2021
St George’s,
St Mary’s,
St Mary’s,
St Peter’s,
St
St Mary’s,
Darlingscott
Ilmington
PrestonStretton-onGregory’s,
Whitchurch
on-Stour
Fosse
Tredington
4th April
Holy
Holy
Holy
Holy
Family
Holy
Easter
Communion
Communion
Communion
Communion
Service
Communion
11 am
11 am
9.30am
9 am
10.30am
9.30 am
11th April
Family
Holy
Family
service
Communion
service
11am
9.30 am
11am
18th April
Holy
Holy
Communion
Communion
9.30 am
10.30am
25th April
Family
Holy
service
Communion
11am
9am
2nd May
Holy
Holy
Communion
Communion
9.30am
9.30am
YouTube services continue each Sunday at 10.30am Please go to church website https://fosseway6churches.weebly.com/

Interim Assistant Curate Reverend Stephen Fletcher
Chaplain
Reverend Jean Fletcher
Both: 07714171143
revfletcher24@gmail.com
Honorary Assistant Minister
Reverend Dr Timothy Seller 01608 682244
Readers
Rosanna Wakefield 01608 682146
Emeritus
Malcolm Davies 01789 450793 Anthony Nicholl 01608 239578
Churchwardens
Tredington with Darlingscott
churchwarden post vacant
Darlingscott warden
Doreen McCarroll 01608 682949
Ilmington
Angus Chambers 01608 682283
second churchwarden post vacant
Preston-on-Stour
Andrew Holman-West 07712193773
second churchwarden post vacant
Stretton-on-Fosse
Simon Bayliss 01608 662712
second churchwarden post vacant
Whitchurch
Doug Wilson 01789 450310
Richard James 01789 450853

Deadline for May issue is 17th April. Copy to Susan Brock s.brock9@btinternet.com, Daisy Cottage, Front St., Ilmington CV36 4LA. T: 01608
682409. To advertise contact Gabrielle Spencer spencer592@btinternet.com , 1 Cross Leys, Ilmington, CV36 4RT. T: 01608 682758.
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Ilmington Parish Council News March 2021
It is six months since our last news and during that time the Parish Council (PC)
have continued to meet via Zoom. Regrettably, this has meant that members
without access to the means have not been present. However, the work of the
Council has continued and we are pleased to report on that as follows:
Back St: After much dialogue, Warwickshire County Council sent in a team to cut
through the root intrusions causing the outbreak of water from the manhole and
flow down the road. They plan to replace the pipe at a later stage. WCC have
also now agreed to remove the tree brash opposite Sansome House.
Playing Fields: A new flat roof covering has been installed at the Pavilion and
Phase 2 of the renewal work to the Car Park has been completed. Repair and
renewal of aspects of the Adventure Trail at the Playground are planned. Signage
and notices will be installed shortly implementing a new approach to the use of
the area by dog walkers. They are requested to use the “Mickleton” end and
avoid the playground and sports surfaces.
Junction of Front St/ Armscote Rd: WCC have agreed to clear the under-road
culvert (again), to reduce flooding and have been pressed by the PC to undertake
resurfacing work of the area between Mickleton Rd and Armscote Rd. The PC
are looking into the issue of easing the flow of the brook beyond this point. WCC
has ordered a replacement for the bent direction sign at the junction.
Neighbourhood Plan: The Parish Council has been advised that Ilmington’s NDP
will be put to a Referendum on Thursday 6th May 2021. More information will be
posted over the next months. Please vote!

The Coven
Hopes rise that we may meet again some time in the summer. June, July? A
pleasing vision of a picnic tea, strawberries and cream, scones and sandwiches.
The sun will be shining, the birds singing and a good long girly gossip under way.
Watch this space!
Ilmington Wednesday Club cancelled for April
A Happy Easter to you all! Looking ahead, I can see brighter days especially for
all those who will have had their second vaccination! With Spring now here and
those lovely little lambs gambolling around in our fields, hope springs eternal for
future meetings this summer. As soon as the Village Hall opens and the RVS
gives the go ahead we will have our very own celebration! Look out for the date!
On 31st March, Thelma, Emma and I will once again be at your door with a smile
and a piece of cake so there’s something to look forward to immediately. We
have been very lucky with the health of our members over this pandemic but I
know, you would want me to send our very best wishes to our lovely Jenny Seller
who has sadly not been well of late. There are only two birthdays in April. The
first one belongs to the handsome Bob Johnson (Clint Eastwood look alike) so
please wish him a happy birthday on the 3rd as he circulates the village on his
daily rounds and to Simon Waterman on the 8th who’s either fishing or up a tree.
Have a lovely day gentlemen!
Take care everyone! Carole Clifford T: 017519704038.
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THE LODGE – ILMINGTON
Luxury ‘boutique hotel style’
self-catering accommodation
Sleeps 2
Visiting the Cotswolds, special occasion
in or near the village, need extra
accommodation for family and friends?
The Lodge is your perfect solution and
available all year round. Fully equipped
and Welcome Breakfast Basket provided!
Tel: 01608 682045
Mob: 07778 979288
Email: sue@thelodgeilmington.co.uk

www.thelodgeilmington.co.uk
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